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VETERINARY MEMO OF OPPOSITION 
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) proposes to remove the gray 
wolf from the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife. The effect of 

this rulemaking action would be to remove the gray wolf from the 
Endangered Species Act’s protections. 

The Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association (HSVMA), a 
veterinary professional organization of more than 9,000 members 
nationwide and with a focus on the health and welfare of all animals—
including gray wolves—strongly opposes this rule proposed by the 
USFWS to remove federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) protections 
for them. 

Wolves are vital apex carnivores that currently occupy a mere fraction 
of their historic range. Furthermore, wolves are a keystone species, 
and thus, immeasurably valuable and essential components of healthy, 
balanced ecosystems. 

The best available science indicates that gray wolves have not yet 
recovered from centuries of systematic persecution. They remain 
missing or imperiled in many important portions of their historic 
range in the lower 48 states. If successful, the proposed rule will 
jeopardize the fragile recovery of wolves that has just begun after 40 
years of taxpayer-funded federal protection. 

Wolves are sentient, highly intelligent, territorial, social and family-
oriented. They pair for life and raise their pups using extended family 
groups. Killing adult animals leaves pups and young wolves to die from 
predation, starvation, or exposure. Studies demonstrate that trophy 
hunting and trapping can be “super additive,” meaning that hunter kill 



 

rates on large carnivores like wolves have a multiplier effect on the 
ultimate increase in total mortality over what would occur in nature 
due to breeder loss, social disruption, and their indirect effects, 
including increased infanticide and decreased survival of young. 

If successful, the proposed rule also leaves wolf populations to the 
devices of state wildlife agencies that capitulate to the trophy hunting, 
trapping, and agribusiness lobbies. Trophy hunters and trappers kill 
wolves in cruel unsporting ways, including by the use of snares, steel-
jawed leg-hold traps, baiting and hounding with packs of dogs. When 
wolves are not protected under the federal ESA, they are routinely 
subjected to state-sanctioned trophy hunting and trapping seasons 
with quotas designed to reduce their populations to arbitrary goals, 
rooted in politics, and not in the best available science. 

A mountain of studies and polls demonstrates that most Americans 
want wolves conserved, protected, and humanely treated. A 2016 
study showed that across the country, the majority of Americans value 
or greatly value wolves. Wildlife-watching, a form of ecotourism, is 
increasingly popular, as hunting—particularly trophy hunting—
continues to decline.  In fact, USFWS’ own 2016 study indicates wildlife 
watchers are outspending hunters nearly 3 to 1. 

The Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association believes that 
removing federal ESA protections for gray wolves would significantly 
imperil their recovery. The best available science demands that wolves 
continue to be protected under the ESA.  

The Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association strongly 
opposes Docket No. FWS-HQ-ES-2018-0097 and urges the USFWS 
to withdraw this dangerous proposal. 
 
Signed by the following 367 veterinary professionals: 
 

VETERINARIANS 
 

Abaigeal Davis, DVM Greenville SC 

Alana Boyer, DVM Westminster MD 

Allison Coates DVM Denver CO 

Allyson Honeycutt, DVM Austin TX 



 

Amos Deinard PhD, DVM Minneapolis MN 

Amy Allen, DVM San Rafael CA 

Andrea Hitch, DVM Snohomish WA 

Andrea Looney, DVM Chesterfield MA 

Andrew Reicherter, DVM Middletown NJ 

Andrew Riebe, DVM Fort Wayne IN 

Angela Kvasnica, DVM Goodrich MI 

Ann Schneider, DVM Asheville NC 

Anna Delabar, DVM Columbia MO 

April Uohara, DVM Orinda CA 

Arlene Buchholz, DVM Albuquerque NM 

Ashley Barnes, DVM Lafayette CO 

Aubrey J. Lavizzo, DVM Denver CO 

Barbara Hodges, DVM, MBA Dixon CA 

Barry Kipperman, DVM, DACVIM, DACAW San Ramon CA 

Becky Bugbee-Tong, DVM Minneapolis MN 

Benjamin Harries, VMD Mahwah NJ 

Beth Wildermann, DVM Boulder Creek CA 

BethAnn Palermo, DVM Sonoma CA 

Betsy W. Krueger, DVM Natick MA 

Brenda Forsythe, DVM Santa Maria CA 

Brian DiGangi, DVM, MS, DABVP Gainesville FL 

Brian Forsgren, DVM Bay Village OH 

Brigit Villines, DVM Decatur GA 

Bronwyn Szignarowitz, DVM, MPVM Pilot hill CA 

Camille DeClementi, VMD Atlantic Highlands NJ 

Caroline McKinney, DVM, MPH Grafton MA 

Carrie B. Waters, DVM, PhD, Dip. ACVIM Dallas TX 

Casey Connors, DVM Lakewood CA 

Catherine Glahn, DVM Pacifica CA 

Catherine Rob, DVM Seattle WA 

Cathlin Craver, DVM, MS Grand Junction CO 

Cherie Hand, DVM Huntsville AL 

Christiana Yule, DVM Fort Kent ME 

Christine Aiken, DVM Ancramdale NY 

Christine Garvey DVM East Rochester NY 

Christine Puskaric, DVM Greenbrier TN 



 

Christine Schlupf, DVM Lunenburg MA 

Cierra Buer, DVM Powell Butte OR 

Cinthia Fabretti, DVM Germantown MD 

Colette Wegenast, DVM Mahomet IL 

Constance Mengering, DVM Melbourne FL 

Cynthia Karsten, DVM Sacramento CA 

Daniel E. Campbell, DVM Des Moines IA 

Darlene Berkovitz, DVM Verona WI 

David Basti, DVM Petersham MA 

David Kowalek, BVMS Carson City NV 

David Stansfield, BVSc, MRCVS Climax NC 

Deborah Beck-Ross, DVM West Grove PA 

Deborah Bighsby, DVM Raleigh NC 

Debra Beasley, VMD Clinton MD 

Debra Teachout, DVM Lemont IL 

Diane Bucalo, DVM New York NY 

Dianne DeLorenzo, DVM New York NY 

Donna Craig, DVM, CHPV Melbourne FL 

Donna Fellows, DVM Olympia WA 

Doris M Haggans, DVM Las Vegas NV 

Dwight A Gaudet, DVM, MBA Bend OR 

Eileen Jefferson, DVM Stone Ridge NY 

Elizabeth Allegretto, DVM North Grafton MA 

Elizabeth Fenske, DVM St Paul MN 

Elizabeth Hennessy, DVM Newburyport MA 

Elizabeth Higgins, DVM New York NY 

Elizabeth Mower, DVM Chandler AZ 

Elizabeth Pearlman, DVM Gainesville FL 

Ellen Tremante, DVM Trumansburg NY 

Ellie Shelburne DVM Northampton MA 

Emily Felker, DVM Dalton GA 

Emily Seidl, DVM Haddonfield NJ 

Eric Jayne, DVM Fort Smith AR 

Erika Hoffeld DVM Madison WI 

Faouzi Kechrid, DVM Gaithersburg MD 

Felicia Langel, VMD Frederick MD 

Felicia Magnaterra, DVM New York City NY 



 

Franchesca Zenitsky, DVM Des Moines IA 

Gail R. Hansen, DVM, MPH Washington DC 

Gary Block, DVM, MS, DACVIM East Greenwich RI 

Gloria J Dorsey, DVM, MPH Atlanta GA 

Gretchen Cawein, DVM Saugerties NY 

Gwendolen Reyes-Illg, DVM, MA Milwaukie OR 

H.C. Halliday, DVM Houston TX 

Hannah Doran, DVM ALbuquerque NM 

Heidi Howell, DVM Brewster MA 

Helen Myers, DVM White Heath IL 

Holly Cheever, DVM Voorheesville NY 

Honey Rothberg, VMD Center Hill FL 

Hsin-Lan Ying, DVM Ancramdale NY 

Ian Robinson, BVSc, FRCVS Forestdale MA 

Inga Jensen, BVetMed Farmington CT 

Isis Johnson-Brown, DVM Memphis TN 

Jacqueline Paritte, DVM, PhD Asheville NC 

Jade M. Hardy, DVM Lomita CA 

Jane Dill, DVM Chino Hills ca 

Jay Tischendorf, DVM Conroe TX 

Jean Hofve, DVM Boulder CO 

Jennifer Conrad, DVM Santa Monica CA 

Jennifer Pearson, DVM Colorado Springs CO 

Jennifer Thomas, DVM Ferndale MI 

Jeri Cheraskin, DVM Brooktondale NY 

Jesse Hand, DVM Colorado Springs CO 

Jill Bailey, VMD Atlanta GA 

Jill Bradshaw,  DVM Union Mills NC 

Jo Anne Brown, DVM Opelika AL 

Joahnna Keigwin, DVM, DABT, DABVT Urbana IL 

Joan McMindes, DVM Jupiter FL 

Joann M Lindenmayer, DVM, MPH Uxbridge MA 

Jody Jones-Skibinski, DVM Lincoln NE  

Jon Geller, DVM, DABVP Fort Collins CO 

Josee Dupras, DMV Clearwater FL 

Josette M Richmond, DVM Roanoke VA 

Julie Burke, DVM Washington DC 



 

Julie DiMeglio, DVM New York NY 

Karen A. Breitwieser, DVM North Port FL 

Karen Hill Sheppard, DVM Huntsville AL 

Karen Purcell, DVM Wake Forest NC 

Karla Brestle, DVM Asheville NC 

Karlee Trankler, DVM Lago Vista TX 

Karlyn McPartland, DVM Jessup MD 

Katherine Maher, DVM Lafayette LA 

Kathleen J Creighton, DVM Los Angeles CA 

Kathleen Makolinski, DVM Orchard Park NY 

Kathryn Notch, DVM Chesterfield MO 

Kathy M Backus, DVM Kanab UT 

Katie Bahr, DVM Cheshire OR 

Kelly Brown, DVM Madison NJ 

Keriann Cabral, DVM Canton MA 

Kerry McKinney, DVM Dexter MI 

Kim Culbertson, DVM Minneapolis MN 

Kim Trahan, DVM Londonderry NH 

Kimberley Khodakhah, VMD Harrison NY 

Kimberley Maise, DVM Ipswich MA 

Kimberley Suh, DVM Duluth GA 

Kimberly A McMunn, DVM Dayton IN 

Kimberly Sarter, DVM New York NY 

Krissy Bussmann, DVM Portland OR 

Kristin Unverferth, DVM Summerland CA 

Kristina Baucom, DVM Gainesville FL 

Kristine Peters, DVM Allentown PA 

L. Ruey Stocking, DVM Richland MI 

LaCheryl Ball, DVM Brooklyn NY 

Laney Baris, VMD Brick NJ 

Larry Silberg, DVM Rochester NY 

Laura L Pearson, DVM Londonderry NH 

Lee Pickett, VMD Durham NC 

Lee Schrader, DVM, DACVIM Washington Court House OH 

Lilla Woollett, DVM Claremore OK 

Linda Reinhardt, DVM West Friendship MD 

Lisa Bullock, DVM Upper Arlington Oh 



 

Lisa Jones, DVM Glen Burnie MD 

Lisa Last, DVM Eugene OR 

Lisa Lawrence, DVM Cincinnati OH 

Lisa M. Labrecque, DVM Wailuku HI 

Lorene Bauernschmidt, DVM Boston MA 

Lori Schluth, VMD Lansdale PA 

Lorinda Shearburn,DVM Shorewood WI 

Lorna Grande, DVM Richmond MA 

Lynne Cooper, DVM Greenville PA 

Madeline Graham, DVM Los Angeles CA 

Mardi Vargofcak-Apker, DVM Burke VA 

Margaret Baird, BVMS Alexandria VA 

Marissa Rosenbloom, VMD Great Neck NY 

Mary Thury, DVM Minneapolis MN 

Marya Gabriel, DVM Mattapoisett MA 

Melissa L. Carlson, DVM Sykesville MD 

Mervyn Daehler, DVM Antioch IL 

Micaela Mertens, DVM Clintonville WI 

Michael J. Blackwell, DVM, MPH, FNAP Knoxville TN 

Michelina Petri, DVM Fort Collins CO 

Michelle Floyd,  DVM Apopka FL 

Michelle Lugones, DVM New York NY 

Michelle White, DVM Ithaca NY 

Monique DiSanto, DVM Redondo Beach CA 

Nicholas Dodman, BVMS, DACVB, DACVAA Westborough MA 

Nicole Amon, DVM Coral Springs FL 

Nicole G. Eller, DVM Custer SD 

Paige B. Garnett, DVM Golden CO 

Pam Shultz, DVM Warwick NY 

Pamela Craig, DVM Green Oaks IL 

Patricia Dineen, DVM Sneads Ferry NC 

Patricia S. Graham, DVM Floresville TX 

Patricia Shea, DVM Eugene OR 

Patrick Greg Brown, DVM West Columbia SC 

Paul B Lortz, DVM Brooklyn NY 

Paula Kislak, DVM Montecito CA 

Peter Jeanettes, DVM New York City NY 



 

Peter Mangravite, DVM Santa Barbara CA 

Peyvand Silverman, DVM Los Angeles CA 

Pratish Parbhoo, DVM Houston TX 

Rachel Davis, DVM Cary NC 

Randall Cannon, DVM Orlando FL 

Rebecca Powell, DVM Champaign IL 

Renata Schneider, DVM Hollywood FL 

Rhonda Smetana, DVM, MS Baltimore MD 

Richard H. Harlow, BS, DVM Bedford WY 

Robin Scarborough, DVM, MSFS Windsor Mill MD 

Rose Walter Oppenheim, DVM Potomac MD 

Sally A. Mahoney, DVM Harwich MA 

Sandra Park, DVM Redondo Beach CA 

Sara L. Bennett, DVM, MS, DACVB Raleigh NC 

Savannah Beauregard, DVM Leander TX 

Sharon L. Kaschenbach, DVM Finksburg MD 

Sharon Thomas, DVM Frederick MD 

Sharon Torrisi, DVM Hermosa Beach CA 

Sheri Giardini, DVM Birmingham MI 

Sherri Therrien, DVM Belchertown MA 

Shirene Cece-Clements, DVM Warren MI 

Stacy Dudek, DVM Woodbury CT 

Stacy McVicker, DVM, CVA, CCRT Littleton CO 

Stephanie Globerman, DVM Marietta GA 

Sunnie Kenowsky, DVM New York NY 

Susan E. Aiello, DVM Dayton OH 

Susan M. Kelly, DVM West Halifax VT 

Susan Sikule, DVM Guilderland NY 

Susan Spence, DVM Minneapolis MN 

Sy Woon, BVSc., BSc(vet) Wellington FL 

Sylvia Sue Zinni, DVM New Albany OH 

Tracy A. Carreiro, DVM New Bedford MA 

Virginia Clarke, DVM Richmond VT 

Wendy Keilholtz, DVM Lansing MI 

 

 



 

VETERINARY TECHNICIANS 

 
Angie Davidson, RVT Saint Charles MO 

Anne Marie McPartlin, CVT Cumming GA 

Anne Stein, RVT Santa Fe NM 

B Diane Carpenter The Dalles OR 

Brenda Stevens, RVT Marina CA 

Cari Michele Walling, RVT Yuba City CA 

Carol R Williams RVT, CCRP Cedar City UT 

Chris Cava, LVT Las Vegas NV 

Christine Brower, CVT Raymond NH 

Dana Baskin Chester NH 

Daniel R. Zambrano Stanton CA 

Darlene Bridges Kissimmee FL 

Diana Chan, CVT Old Saybrook CT 

Dianna Decena West Palm Beach FL 

Elaine Dean, LVT Salt Lake City UT 

Elizabeth Klingler Campbell CA 

Elizabeth T. Wellons, LVT Trophy Club TX 

Elizabeth White, RVT Los Angeles CA 

Emily Schwartz, LVMT Chattanooga TN 

Erin Spencer, CVT, VTS (ECC) Derry NH 

Freda Romo Manassas VA 

Heather Boyanich LVT North Tonawanda NY 

Heather Schrader, RVT Davis CA 

Isabel Sargent Reisterstown MD 

Janet Eckstrom CVT (ret) Brockton MA 

Jill Epstein, BS, LVT Sloatsburg NY 

Jonni Booth, RVT Oklahoma City OK 

Kara A. Gniewek, CVT Kanab UT 

Kathleen Culbertson, LVT Fairfax Station VA 

Kathleen Jacque RVT Ashland OH 

Kierianne Hansen, LVT Purcellville VA 

Kim Uhlich, RVT Camarillo CA 

Kimberly Orr Chicago IL 

Kym Hansen, RVT Weott CA 



 

Libby Osnes Erie, LVT, RVT Lake Stevens WA 

Linda S. Fauth, LVT Langley Wa 

Lisa Marra RVT Windsor CA 

Lisa Tucker, RVT Cumming GA 

Mary Ashby Georgetown MA 

Mary Jane Rickards Brattleboro VT 

Mary Waldrop, RVT Athens GA 

Mendy Garron, CVT, MPPA Gloucester MA 

Michelle Grimes, LVT, CVT Enfield NH 

Nancy Grant, RVT Simi Valley CA 

Nikki Shackleton, CVT Merrimac MA 

Nissa Lenski, CVT Wheeling IL 

Rachel Wells, CVT Portland OR 

Sara Leggeri Lowell MA 

Sarah Curtis Haverhill MA 

Shelly Vogt, CVT Sparks NV 

Shirley Greene RVT Buellton CA 

Stephanie Johnson, CVT Gilbert AZ 

Susan Biesecker, RVT Purcellville VA 

Tami Boudreaux, GM Wichita Falls TX 

Tammy Pike Newburyport MA 

Tessa Kalin, CVT Southbury CT 

Tina Lopez, CVT Arecibo PR 

Vita J. Zuccarello RVT Romoland CA 

Yvonne Borsody Pittsfield MA 

 
VETERINARY STUDENTS 

 
Abby Woods Rye NY 

Agnieszka Czaja Ridgewood NY 

Alexa Splittstoesser, CVT Stanton MN 

Alexandra Dolzhenko Ithaca NY 

Alexandria Farris Auburn AL 

Allison Kohnen, MPH Fort Collins CO 

Allison Valentijn West Lafayette IN 

Allyson Tucker   Haslett MI 



 

Amanda DeJesus Riverside CA 

Amanda Grandy Auburn AL 

Andrew Marshall Phoenix AZ 

Andria Lessler Davis CA 

Anna Mukhina Lansing MI 

Ashley Curran Grafton MA 

Bronwyn Phillips Harrogate TN 

Cailin McElhenny Glendale AZ 

Cambrey Knapp Westborough MA 

Cara Donnici Phoenix AZ 

Carleigh Melofchik Philadelphia PA 

Carley Jones Kelseyville CA 

Catherine Hess Roswell NM 

Catherine Pouliot Blacksburg VA 

Christie Greiner-Shelton Corvallis OR 

Clifton Hicks Tuskegee AL 

Colleen Guilfoyle Pomona CA 

Daniel Gruber Philadelphia PA 

Diana Romero West Lafayette IN 

Elaine Alexander Albuquerque NM 

Eleni Healey Brooktondale NY 

Emily Hirsch Ithaca NY 

Emily Thulson, BS Fort Collins CO 

Erica Grier Madison WI 

Gabrielle DeFrancesco Fort Collins CO 

Gabrielle Wilson Ames IA 

Heather S. Gerrish Christiansburg VA 

Jane Mesna Philadelphia PA 

Janice Trotter Auburn AL 

Janine Haidar Auburn AL 

Jena Forsythe East Lansing MI 

Jennifer Yip Pomona CA 

Joanna Finstad Madison WI 

John Delgado Opelika AL 

Kaitlin McBride Auburn AL 

Karly Zacharias Hiawassee GA 

Katie Vivirito, MPH Urbana IL 



 

Kelsey Nagy, CVA Bradford MA 

Kristyn Stankiewicz Grand Rapids MI 

Kurzon Kuznarik  New Castle PA 

Lauren MacDonald Gainesville FL 

Lauren Termine Athens GA 

Maddy Rokosh Auburn AL 

Mara Doss Fairfax VA 

Marissa Courtemarche Lyndeborough NH 

Marlene Todd RVT Streetsboro OH 

Martha Cook Knoxville TN 

Mayra Chavez Bell Gardens CA 

Meghan Keefe Somerville NJ 

Meighan Hawks Fort Collins CO 

Melissa Armstrong, LVT Philadelphia PA 

Melissa Miles Hiram GA 

Michael Ryan Copeland Auburn AL 

Michele Munkhaugen-Reyes Auburn AL 

Minka Kulenovic La Jolla CA 

Mollie Powell Worcester MA 

Monique Reid Ames IA 

Nicole Mulready Lansing MI 

Nicole San Jose Kansas City  KS 

Noelle Callahan Tuskegee AL 

Puneet Sidhu M.S. Davis CA 

Rachael Vickers Cincinnati OH 

Sabrina Chehab Gainesville FL 

Samantha Albrecht Raleigh NC 

Sarah Patrias Chelsea MI 

SaraJane Harrington Philadelphia PA 

Savannah Luu MS Manhattan KS 

Shannon Wan College Station TX 

Sharelle Hamilton Athens GA 

Shayna Sosnowik Grafton MA 

Soraya Aramburo Glendora CA 

Stefanie Muller Blacksburg VA 

Stephanie Clemente Middlesboro KY 

Stephanie Sellge Knoxville TN 



 

Taurine Main BATON ROUGE LA 

Yvonne Wong B.S. Urbana IL 

Zoe Vesley Gross Ardmore PA 

 


