October 3, 2019

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House of Representatives
United States House of Representatives

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Minority Leader
United States House of Representatives

Re: Coalition on Vape Safety comments on recent vape related ilinesses
Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leader McCarthy,

Medical cannabis patients and adult consumers in 33 states depend upon safe, state-regulated
cannabis products. As the national trade association representing the state-legal cannabis industry,
our members’ businesses depend upon delivering reliable products that meet their expectations.
Recent reports of vaping-related ilinesses and deaths are alarming and demand an immediate, robust
investigation by public health professionals. Make no mistake, the legal state-regulated cannabis
industry knows that any death is one death too many. Fortunately, we have policy tools that can be
employed to help limit the illicit market, implement uniform good manufacturing practices and prevent
future harms.

Effective public policy demands a strategy based on facts and reliable scientific evidence. But many
key facts surrounding recent vaping-related illnesses and deaths remain unknown. Some of the media
coverage of this brewing crisis is currently based on speculation. Many reports have conflated a

wide variety of products with little in common except the use of a vaporizer. What we do know is that
the role of adulterants is being seriously examined. Indeed, preliminary reports have linked nearly

all reported illnesses to products purchased from the illicit market that contain potential adulterants
and contaminants. An investigative report from NBC News on September 27, 2019 that tested both
regulated and illicit products indicates that additives and pesticides which are likely contributing factors
in this recent outbreak were found exclusively in the illicit market products tested. If so, it is essential
that regulators and the media accurately warn the public about these dangers. The public needs
accurate and actionable information from the government, particularly about illegal, untested, and
dangerous illicit market consumer products.

The recent ilinesses are an unmistakable reminder of the importance of effective regulation. If it is
confirmed that Americans are being hurt because of unregulated, illicit market cannabis vape products,
it is yet another reason for real, comprehensive federal cannabis reform that will allow the regulated,
tested cannabis industry to displace illicit market actors. The current patchwork of state regulations
highlights the need for uniformity. And uniformity comes with descheduling and federal regulation. It

is time to identify and ban whatever contaminants or adulterants are causing these illnesses — if they
are not banned already — on a nationwide basis. In the meantime, responsible and legal cannabis
businesses stand ready to promote licensed operators and work with regulators to crack down on
counterfeit products and other illicit activities.

On October 1, 2019, the National Cannabis Industry Association released substantive and thoughtful
recommendations for how cannabis can be regulated at the federal level. Currently, because

of marijuana’s status as a Schedule | drug under the Controlled Substances Act (CSA), the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) is the primary federal regulator of cannabis. Criminal enforcement



therefore serves as the sole regulatory tool currently used by the federal government, and prohibition
policies have utterly failed to either stamp out the illicit market or allow the legal market to effectively
disrupt it at a national level. There is currently no cohesive federal public health policy for cannabis. It
is now abundantly clear that we need a public health approach to cannabis regulation. We hope that
lawmakers will pay attention to our recommendations, as our industry deeply believes that responsible
federal regulation is what Americans deserve and should expect.

The first and most important step towards a comprehensive regulatory system for cannabis is for
Congress to remove marijuana and its derivatives, including delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol (THC),
from the CSA, otherwise known as “descheduling.” Descheduling is the only way to truly reform
federal cannabis policy in a sensible manner so that state regulatory programs can most successfully
ensure consumer safety and to pave the way for appropriate federal regulations. Our proposal calls
for cannabis products, like other consumables, to be descheduled and regulated by the government
agencies that currently oversee most food and drugs, primarily the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) and the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) within the U.S. Department of the
Treasury. If vaporized products were to fall under the FDA’s purview, for example, that agency could
approve ingredients that are safe to be vaporized, similar to how the FDA recognizes food or alcohol
ingredients as safe.

In addition, descheduling cannabis would end many of the federal policies that make it difficult for
legal cannabis businesses to effectively compete with illicit operators. Eliminating the undue burdens
caused by outdated laws would help ensure that unethical actors are increasingly disrupted by
legitimate, responsible businesses.

Our member businesses strive to make the lives of their patients and consumers better. Voters and
legislators have approved medical programs in thirty-three states and those cannabis programs are
working for patients. Patients and other consumers deserve a fact-driven regulatory response from
Congress to prevent further harm. The public should have confidence in the products that we market
and sell, and the legal cannabis industry stands ready to inform and abide by reasonable regulations.

In light of the indeterminate cause(s) of these illnesses and variance in state regulations regarding
vape cartridges, the National Cannabis Industry Association (NCIA) is making the following
recommendations:

- Congress is urged to immediately remove cannabis from the Controlled Substances Act and begin
to sensibly regulate this substance in a manner similar to alcohol and other consumables, and to make
funds immediately available to state medical authorities to investigate these cases.

- Licensed vape cartridge producers are encouraged to halt the use, if any, of additive thickening
agents until more data is available.

- Given the preliminary reported association of some illness cases with Vitamin E acetate, any licensed
producer that has included this additive in recent vape product batches is strongly encouraged to
issue a voluntary recall of those products.

- Licensed cannabis retailers are encouraged to take steps to ensure none of their available vape
cartridge inventories have been sourced from a producer that uses Vitamin E acetate.

- Cannabis vape cartridge consumers are urged to immediately cease the use of any product obtained
from the illicit market and to limit any future purchases of vape cartridges and other cannabis products
to state-licensed, regulated businesses.



The legal cannabis industry is extremely concerned about these reported ilinesses and deaths.

It is clear that the American public wants quality-controlled cannabis products made available for adults
and patients. The recent news is, unfortunately, yet another reminder that there is no time to waste.
Our industry wants to provide the products voters demand with a tireless focus on improving consumer
safety. While state regulators and licensed businesses appear to be doing an excellent job at keeping
potentially dangerous products out of the legal market, federal descheduling and regulation will allow
more research and help states continue to improve their regulatory activities and oversight, as well

as provide universal standards for safety. We are at the ready to work collaboratively with federal
lawmakers, the same way we have at the state level for over a decade. Please let us know how we can
help move the ball forward on descheduling legislation. Lives are literally at stake.
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Jeffrey Raber
The Werc Shop

Antony Radbod
Archytas Ventures

David Rahn
S2S Insurance Specialists

Tim Raho
MADE IN CANNABIS INC.

Cameron Ransom
Treehouse Consultants LLC

Muhamamd Raqib
Cannalead

Denise Raymond
None

Michael Reardon
Happy Valley

Tina Reeve
PCF Insurance Services, LLC

Justin Reid
Orchid Essentials

Ken Remington
Wild Rogue Extracts, LLC

Tim Revenko
Accentian, Inc.

Brian Richardson

Foundations Insurance & Financial Services, Inc.

April Riggs
Cheeky Little Monkey

Harriet Postlethwaite
High Quality

Dawn Prebula
botaniCo

Paxton Quigley
Cannabis Healing With Paxton Quigley

Mark Raber
The Werc Shop

Kary Radestock
Hippo Premium Packaging

Eric Rahn
S2S Insurance Specialist

Gail Rand
ForwardGro

Bhaumik Rao
The Green Jackpot LLC

Timothy Rasor
Blacklist Holdings, Inc

Nate Ready
410 Extracts

Randy Reed
Fractal

Stefan Rehr
Dompen

Matthew Reinhart
Emerald Scientific

Cameron Renshaw
Accentian Inc.

Chick Richardson
CRELLC

Lloyd Ricky
NorCal Trimmers

Tomi Riley
CFs



Ryan Roberts
Bask Premium Cannabis

Marissa Rodriguez
TSL Distribution

Paul Roethle
Chemistry

Lizzie Rosenberg
LR Strategic LLC

Patricia Rosi

Wellness Connection of Maine

Samuel Rosinski
42 Degrees, LLC

Jen Roy
Clark University

Marco Rullo
Lucid Green

John Russel
The Werc Shop

Kevin Ryan
Meridian-CBD

Diana Ryshkevich
Brookline LLC DBA Lilogy

Melyssia Santiago
CO2Meter.com

Marcia Sarnow
Wild West Industries inc

Dominique Savoy
Dompen

David Schalck
Lifted NW

Devin Scharff
Grizzly Peak Farms

Christopher Schiell
Rare Industries Inc.

Heather Rodman
GNH

Paul Roethle
Chemistry

Kyle Rosebure
Oklahoma Roots Cannabis Co

Eric G. Rosewitz
Mr. Package, Inc.

Sam Rosinski
42 Degrees, LLC

Michele Ross
Infused Health

Erin Rulli
Alice & Fran LLC

Courtney Rush
Orchid Essentials

Mark Rutherford
Mark Rutherford Photography

Devin Ryan
Weedmaps

Christina Samione
Wicked Delights

Sam Santuccio
Happy Valley Ventures

Jason Saunders
Chronic Therapy/ Chronic Creations

Sammy Sayegh
California Biotechnology Center

Aaron Schaller
Exhale Brands

Greg Scher
Valley Food Safety

Coree Schmitz
Stillwater Brands



Robin Schneider
Michigan Cannabis Industry Association

Torey Schreiner
Headwaters

James Schwartz
Cascade High

John Scott
lonic Brands

John Scott
lonic Brands

Gary Seelhorst
Born From Flora

Payal Shah
Cannabis Insight Collective

Sandra Sheils
The Safety Equation

Mike Shepard
Wild Rogue Extracts

Sukh Sidhu
Blitz Sciences

Kim Sidwell
Cannabis Camera

Trey Sigmon
Holy City Health

Mark Singleton
Thought Leaders LLC

Lawrence Siskind
Eugene OG

Bill Sluben
Southern Aura

Tobias Smith
Luv Infinite Productions

Matthew Smith
FS-Curtis Air Compressors

Taylor Schoenfeld
Greenlane

Jonathan Schwartz
Boveda Inc

Larina Scofield
Wash Park Boutique, LLC

Luke Scott
Dompen

James Searles
Hoodview cannabis distributing

Daniella Segal
Nabis

Meghan Sheehan
Self-employed

Seibo Shen
Hanu Labs

Matt Shockley
Adobe Systems

Catherine Sidman
Cascade Sciences

Ryan Siegel
dompen

Deacon Sinanian
Substance

Michael Sinko
Myself

Edwin Slagsvol
South Carolina Cannabis Association

Adam Smalley
Grand Lake Best Budz

Angela Smith
lonic

Jason Smith
Orchid Essentials



Erika Smith
Avitas Agriculture, Inc.

Sandy Snyder
N/A

Alexandra Solano
Humboldt Sun Growers Guild LLC

Karl Steinberg
Litica Laboratories

Michael Stephens
Private Reserve Original

Ashley Stewart
Eugene OG

Jason Stirling
TKK Collective LLC

Christian Struzan
IONIC

Nick Suh
Ninja Enterprises

Ken Swain
Plank Road Laboratories

Rany Tan

Lakewood Medical Clinic and Maple Heights Medical Clinic

Peter Tang
PLUGplay

Leslie Tee
Hippo Premium Packaging

Sergio Tellez
Spliffin group

Michael Terrell
Inyo

Rebecca Theunissen
ProducerHub

John Thompson
Sublime Solutions, LLC

Michael Smith
Equinauts, Inc

Umar Sohrab
falak inc.

Renee Starow
The Kanvas Company Inc.

Jerry Steinhaus
Orchid Essentials

Jamie Stephenson
J&P Investments, LLC

Jane Stinson
Enlighten Alaska

Sheryl Strong
Khemia

Ken Sugihara
Grenco Science

Johnny Suire
Purple Lotus Patient Center

Seth Swanson
AEssenseGrows

Bobby Tang
growth network holdings

Wassef Tawachi
Ciencia Labs

Bobby Teixeira
Rm3 Labs LLC.

Michael Terrell
Inyo

Jillian Thayer
Herbal rose

John Thompson
Sublime Solutions, LLC

Tyler Thornton
secret nature cbd



Tiffany Tien
PLUGplay

Christina Torres
AgriScience Labs

Claudia Tryon
Color Up

Travis Turner
HZB Manufacturing

Andrew Upchurch
BudsBox

Colleen Valley
Apothecaria

Sarah VanderWal
Top Grove

Tony Vannice
Operations management consulting

Mitzi Vaughn
AltoTerra Capital Partners Ltd.

Gina Vensel
Sensi Magazine PGH

Mi Vo
Vo medical clinic

Tyler Wakeland
IONIC Brands

Matt Wallick
WallyDrops

Daniel Ward
Natural remedy lic

Tristan Watkins
LucidMood

Rene Weidman
Xtracta Distribution

Miranda Weigler
Verdant Leaf Farms

William Tiller
TILLER MINDBODY INC.

Sue Trusty
University of Cincinnati

Gary Tucker
Oak and Crane

Travis Turnsen
Farmer’s Friend Extracts

Zachary Uzupis
IntuitSolutions

Anne Van Leynseele
Zuber Lawler DelDuca LLP

Jessica VanDeWalle
Happy Valley

Luigi Vargas
Millennia Solutions

Maxim Vedenschi
Concentrated Services LLC

Merle Vigil
Lightning Labels

Jason Vuong
Plugplay

William Waldrop
EVIO INC

Scott Wanamaker
eAccountable

Brandon Ward
Palladin Technologies, LLC

Erika Weich
Conscious Medz

Miranda Weigler
Verdant Leaf Farms

Richard Weinstein
TriGrow Systems



Russell Weisman
Legion of Bloom

Gregg Weiss
Happy Valley

Philip Wen
The Holistic Care Exchange LLC

Michael Wheeler
Flow Kana

Tyler Williams
ASI Cannabis Safety and Quality

Mark Williams
Thomas B Mansfield Co.

Ricardo Willis
Hanu Labs

Kevin Windham
Commercial Cannabis

Michael Witonsky
WCP

Justin Wolfe
Tragar Inc.

Jim Woodman
Premier Nutra Pharma

Matthew Woolley
Legion of Bloom

Debbie Woolly
Possum Flats Farms, LLC

Christina Yeargin
AiRvapor LLC

Dallin Young

Association of Cannabis Professionals

Adrian Zeigler
Dompen

Jeffrey Zucker
Green Lion Partners

Darren Weiss
Verano Holdings, LLC

Jeffrey Welles
Diamond Dispensaries, LLC

David Wenger
GRA Capital

Ronald White
Ronald A. White Ins Agcy

Kathryn Williams
Golden Lady LLC

Chris Williams
Lucy Sky Cannabis Boutique

Terry Wilson
Green Mart

Cody Winters
Wellness Garden Bioscience

Alex Wolfe
Cannara

Jamie Wollberg
Trannabis and Trannabis Chi

Sarah Woodson
Kush & Canvases

Matthew Woolley
Legion of Bloom

Tyler Works
Blackbird Logistics

ChaeYi
SOwW

Asjad Younus
HerbaMed LLC

Bernard Zeng
Source Key Solutions



