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INDEX CRIME RATE

[(OFFENSES PER 100,000 POPULATION]

rime rates in Pennsylvania have
consistently dropped over the past
twenty years, by 45 percent. Further,
=== United States === Pennsylvania === PA Prison Population Rate el et o Pennsylvania have
remained consistently lower than the national
crime rates. These crime drops have happened
within the context of a variety of events over
the past twenty years in the Pennsylvania
criminal justice system. Crime dropped under
different administrations, under the openings
and closings of prison facilities, after the
passage of various criminal justice legislative

U.S. Supreme Court decision (Alleyne) invalidating mandatory minimums

SCI Cresson and SCI Greenshurg close; SCI Benner Township opens;

Justice Reinvestment (JRI) passes; DOC population

peaks at 51,757 inmates
SCI Pittsburgh closes; agreement to merge

SCI Albion Escape; Parole Moratorium;
PA Supreme Court decision (Hopkins)
invalidating mandatory minimums
parole supervision under DOC

Corrections Reform Bill
John Wetzel assumes position as

Punishment (SIP) program begins
Secretary of Corrections

Dallas Escapes;
Huntingdon Escape

Jeff Beard assumes position
as Secretary of Corrections
SCI Waynesburg closes

SCI Fayette opens

SCI Forest opens

State Intermediate

SCI Pittshurg re-opens
Corrections Reform Bill
SCI Phoenix opens

reforms, and in the absence of many mandatory
5.000 minimum sentencing laws. Crime also

dropped during the same six year period
(2012-2018) that the prison population

dropped in Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania

/

4,500

4,000 prison population dropped by 4,387 inmates

from its peak in June 2012, while at the same

3,500 time crime dropped 29 percent. Crime also

dropped for a variety individual crime types,

3,000 including violent crimes and property crimes.

Murder and rape are two exceptions. The
2,500 murder rate and rape rate have increased in
recent years in Pennsylvania, although in
2,000 the case of rape this reflects a change in the
definition of reporting for rape and also mirrors
1,500 a large national increase in rape. The bottom

line is that that Pennsylvanians are overall

1,000 significantly safer today than they were twenty

years ago.
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SOURCE: The data in this report come from two sources. The crime
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 data comes from the F.B.Ls Uniform Crime Report (UCR). The prison

population data comes from the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections

USA 4,615 4,266 4,124 4,160 4,118 4,063 3,982 3,899 3,808 3,730 3,667 3,465 3,345 3,295 3,246 3,107 2971 2870 2,847 2,756 2,580 (PADOC). Crime and incarceration rates per capita are produced by

using U.S. Census Bureau estimates of the Pennsylvania population.

pA 3,273 3,113 2995 2961 2,841 2,829 2,826 2,841 2,882 2,777 2,820 2,582 2,539 2,577 2,515 2,396 2,245 2,127 2,059 1962 1,795

PA Prison Pop. Rate 303.1 303.4 299.7 3089 325.1 329.8 330.1 340.9 3546 366.4 3909 406.5 403.7 4052 4009 403.2 396.9 3904 3857 378.7 369.9



