July 15, 2019

Dear President Donald Trump, Secretary of Interior David Bernhardt, and Principal Deputy Director U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service Margaret Everson:

As leaders in the business community, we are writing to express our concern with the national delisting of
the gray wolf in the contiguous United States.

The Endangered Species Act has been successful in protecting many species crucial to the environment and
history of the United States, such as the American Bald Eagle, the Pacific salmon, and the American alligator.
The success of the Endangered Species Act hinges on the proper usage of the protections it places on each
individual plant or animal. With the delisting of the gray wolf, not only would wolf populations decline, but
also the value of the Endangered Species Act would deteriorate.

The Endangered Species Act protects plants and animals, which help sustain priceless resources such as food,
medicine, drinking water, flood protection, and recreation. Outdoor recreation provides approximately $887
billion in annual revenues and employs 7.6 million people directly in the United States, and generates $125
billion in federal, state and local tax revenue. Wildlife viewing alone generates: $30 billion in consumer
spending on gear and trip-related costs and another $42 billion in economic ripple effects annually.? The
long-term health of businesses and industries relies on a well-protected environment.

Conserving the gray wolf, specifically, has positive economic consequences. The gray wolf’s reintroduction
to Yellowstone National Park in 1995 boosted revenues in local communities by $10 million annually.
Furthermore, a study by University of Montana economists revealed that more than 150,000 people visited
Yellowstone specifically because of wolves, people who account for an estimated $35 million in revenue for
the Greater Yellowstone area.?

Other areas have benefited from wolf-specific ecotourism. The International Wolf Center in Ely, Minnesota
has brought in as much as $3 million per year to the small town of Ely.? In Algonquin Provincial Park in
Ontario, Canada, the park’s public wolf howls are one of the park’s most popular activities, which brought in
more than 126,500 people by 2005.* The benefits reaped by these areas and Yellowstone could be
experienced by communities, such as those surrounding Rocky Mountain National Park in Colorado or other
national and state parks habitats that are suitable for wolves, but only if the wolf is protected while migrating
naturally into these areas.

Prematurely delisting the wolf in the contiguous United States will not only affect wolf-related revenue, it
could also set a precedent for the removal of other currently protected species. Such a move would
effectively erode the power of the Endangered Species Act. The strength of the Act is precisely the reason
why wildlife opponents so fiercely oppose it.

Please protect the wolf and the authority of the Endangered Species Act by canceling the proposed delisting
of the wolf in the contiguous United States. The wolf is an important species ecologically, culturally, and

! Outdoor Industry Association, “The Outdoor Recreation Economy,” 2017, https://outdoorindustry.org

2 Duffield, John W., Chris J. Neher, and David A. Patterson. “Wolf Recovery in Yellowstone: Park Visitor Attitudes,
Expenditures, and Economic Impacts.” 2008. Yellowstone Science 16(1): 20-25.

3 International Wolf Center. Advancing a World for Wolves: 2004 Annual Report.

4 The Friends of Algonquin Park. Algonquin Provincial Park, Ontario, Canada: Wolf Howling.



economically to North America. We owe it to our children and grandchildren to set an example of
responsible stewardship for our precious wildlife by protecting the wolf in America.

Sincerely,
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EcoSouth Joe Cooper Owner Huntsville AL
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Pure Soap Flake Company
The Bulldog N.E.
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Café Mam
Capella Market
Expressions Salon
Fresh Ink
GladRags

Java Jacket

Keen, Inc.

Laurelwood Brewing Company
Mark Gamba Photographs
Mountain Rose Herbs

Natural Choice Directory
New Energy Works
Timberframers

New Outlook Financial
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Northwest Content
Northwest Portland Hostel
One on One Pilates
Portfolio 21

Quick Feat International
River Jewelry
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Roots Realty
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Linda Kohl
John Streur
Glenn Willard
Reed Wilson
Frank Armendariz
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Dansko
Natures beauty inc.

Texas Wildlife Advocates
Black Diamond Equipment
Petzl America

Wasatch Touring

Building Energy
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Animaashi Sailing Company
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Druellen Kosti
Jason Gannon

Jessica Lapachin

Kristi Rummel

Pete Nelson
Susan Hartzell
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