April 14, 2022

Dear U.S. President Biden and European Commission President von der Leyen,

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has unleashed a terrible humanitarian crisis and we stand in
solidarity with the people of Ukraine.

We have significant concerns with your recent Joint Energy Security announcement, which
establishes a new joint ‘“Task Force for Energy Security’. While we applaud efforts to end the
import of Russian oil and gas and to reduce demand for gas, we are very concerned that the
framework of this agreement will lead to more fossil fuel infrastructure and fracking, while
propping up fossil fuel industry scams such as carbon capture and fossil fuel-based hydrogen.
To ensure this does not happen, we urge you to direct the Energy Security Task Force to
develop a plan that ensures no new financing, exploration licenses or permits for coal, oil or gas
extraction, or expansion of exports, imports and infrastructure, and to develop a plan to
transition the EU and US off all fossil fuels by 2035.

Any expansion of liquified natural gas (LNG) infrastructure will further reliance on fossil fuels,
which is incompatible with climate science, justice, as well as US and EU commitments to
climate leadership. We must also stress that new fossil fuel infrastructure will harm communities
near fracking wells, pipelines, power plants and LNG infrastructure. LNG infrastructure can take
3 years or more to come online, diverting resources away from the infrastructure investments
that will actually help rapidly reduce demand for gas. Redirecting existing LNG exports,
combined with energy efficiency measures and an all-out mobilization to renewable energy,
could immediately address Europe's current reliance on Russian gas.

The latest assessment report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change again
makes clear that the window to avoid truly catastrophic climate impacts is rapidly closing. Any
expansion of fossil fuel infrastructure in the United States and Europe will rob us of our last
chance to avert climate chaos, and continue the decades of harm done to frontline communities
living near fracking wells and LNG infrastructure, including pipelines and export and import
terminals.

We also object to the notion that building hydrogen-ready infrastructure can minimize the
greenhouse gas intensity of new LNG infrastructure and that gas infrastructure can be
repurposed to carry green hydrogen in the future. Hydrogen, which is nearly all produced from
fossil fuels, and when produced from fossil fuels has a worse climate impact than burning coal,
should not be considered as a climate solution.

The European Union and United States must end financing, and exploration, for fossil fuels,
prohibit new infrastructure and stop issuing permits for these activities. We must prioritize
investment in renewable energy, energy efficiency, and electrification, which are critical to
transitioning off fossil fuels as quickly as possible. We are ready to work with you on the clean
energy transition, which is the pathway to true energy independence and security.

Sincerely,


https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1364-3.epdf?sharing_token=S32wcIZQEJ88Ybr8tFXX2dRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0PdO5WVipRqBUMeBcZf-002NRS2vI09Momxci5bmedA_JIbx5_ZSXFXzzQ7KAN5o9slRb5OACWlGK420EE2sK2mDLxR24jo7FKBHydsgj2TiJnx_Z_NhKr2Ad3tqcJB0vP5wo7H7E8QIoFTmi2GgNOoF25inUTdIdrzUiBP7X4JmgUx-sfoYl8acEeqTZO_H-k%3D&tracking_referrer=www.voanews.com
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