
February 15, 2024

Dear Governor Newsom and Members of the California Air Resources Board:

We write to express our collective concerns regarding the Air Resources Board’s (CARB)
proposed rulemaking that doubles down on polluting factory farm biogas as the most lavishly
incentivized transportation fuel under the state’s Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS). Factory
farm biogas is not clean energy, and CARB staff’s embrace of this false solution for the next two
decades throws Californians already subjected to some of the worst environmental pollution in
the nation under the bus. The proposed amendments to the LCFS fly in the face of years of
advocacy by environmental justice and climate advocates and blatantly ignore California’s
commitment to a just climate transition.

We call for immediate and meaningful action to fix the environmental injustices and abuses that
have become inherent in the program and that the proposed amendments lock in place for over
20 more years.

California's LCFS, originally conceived as a tool to combat climate pollution in the transportation
sector, has been exploited and manipulated by powerful corporations, particularly Big Ag and
Big Oil. Rather than serving its intended purpose, the LCFS has become the nation's largest
and most lucrative pollution trading scheme for factory farm biogas across the country.

In its current form, the LCFS rewards and entrenches some of the worst factory farming
practices, both in California and across the country, providing lavish subsidies to operations that
are getting paid to pollute. The program's flawed accounting practices assign factory farm
biogas a lower "carbon intensity" than even solar and wind energy, creating a smokescreen for
the continued pollution of the fossil fuel industry.

Polluters such as Chevron can offset their emissions by paying industrial factory farms to extract
methane gas from on-farm waste. This so-called "biogas" is then traded in California's credit
system, providing a misleading cover for continued pollution from fossil fuel operations.

Factory farm biogas’ extremely negative carbon intensity scores are based on several
fundamental flaws. First, CARB is ignoring greenhouse gas emissions from the underlying
factory farming operations as well as the increased greenhouse gas emissions when operators
use and dispose of the digester waste. Second, CARB refuses to acknowledge that methane
emissions from livestock manure cesspools is a choice and can be avoided with more
sustainable practices like dry manure handling. For years, the LCFS operated under a rational
framework that did not assume perpetual free-venting of methane pollution from livestock
operations. CARB staff made the change to today’s perverse “avoided methane crediting” policy



in 2019, kicking off a nationwide expansion of factory farm biogas operations—a concerning
trend dubbed the "manure gold rush."

The existing LCFS rules perpetuate environmental injustice by disproportionately harming
low-income communities and communities of color. Factory farms, predominantly located in
these marginalized areas, cause severe harm to air, water, public health, rural economies, and
overall quality of life. The extraction of methane from factory farm cesspools does nothing to
alleviate the massive harm inflicted by mega-dairies and large factory farms on these
communities.

This rulemaking package put forward by CARB staff claims to “Uplift Environmental Justice,” but
entirely ignores the central environmental injustice that has been the focus of advocates' calls
for LCFS reforms for over two years. Staff’s willful ignorance of how the LCFS is harming
Californians is egregious and is the latest example of a rogue agency unwilling to hear the
voices and lived experiences of those living near large dairies in the state.

This disregard is all the more stunning considering the Environmental Justice Advisory
Committee's (EJAC) raised concerns with factory farm biogas in its resolution to reform the
LCFS in this rulemaking to address the injustices embedded in the current program.

Governor Newsom's California Air Resources Board (CARB) has a pivotal opportunity this year
to adopt a new rule that aligns the LCFS with California's environmental justice commitments.
The Environmental Justice Advisory Committee has presented a clear and effective alternative
to the current policies that reward polluters.

We demand the following reforms to the LCFS aimed at stopping incentives for factory farms
and factory farm gas:

1. Eliminate "avoided methane crediting" in 2024.

2. Fix the inaccurate Life Cycle Assessment that ignores upstream and downstream GHG
emissions associated with factory farm gas production.

3. Eliminate the 10-year "grace period" for factory farm gas producers.

4. Eliminate credit generation from factory farm gas projects that would have happened anyway
due to other programs or investments



We demand a future free from the clutches of Big Oil and Big Ag, and we urge Governor
Newsom and CARB to prioritize the well-being of Californians over the profits of corporations
looking to exploit the climate crisis.

Governor Newsom, CARB has the power to shift California towards truly clean energy solutions
and remove the incentives for factory farms to produce and sell dirty credits that enable the
continued reliance on Big Oil and combustion fuels. You have spoken eloquently about the need
to take bold climate action rooted in justice, but this is one major area where California not only
falls short, but has a policy that is making the climate and pollution crisis worse. You can change
this. We appreciate your attention to this critical matter and look forward to seeing decisive
action taken to reform the LCFS and protect the communities most affected by its current flaws.

Sincerely,

Chirag Bhakta
Food & Water Watch

Emily Brandt
San Joaquin Valley Democratic Club

Matthew Baker
Planning and Conservation League

Jan Dietrick
350 Ventura County Climate Hub

Jennifer Hauge
Animal Legal Defense Fund

Ellie Cohen
The Climate Center

Nicholas John Ratto
350 Bay Area Action

Jean Mendoza
Friends of Toppenish Creek

Antonio Tovar
Farmworker Association of Florida

Barbara Sattler
California Nurses for Environmental Health
and Justice

David Muraskin
FarmSTAND

Jack Eidt
SoCal 350 Climate Action

Nancy Utesch Kewaunee
CARES

Lisa Whelan
Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement

Marti Olesen
Buffalo River Watershed Alliance



Shoshana Wechsler
Sunflower Alliance

Susan Penner
1000 Grandmothers for Future Generations

Bob Musil
Rachel Carson Council

Cari Gardner
NYPAN Greene

Andrea Pierce
Anishinaabek Caucus of the Michigan
Democratic Party

Joanie Steinhaus
Turtle Island Restoration Network

Sarah Stewart
Animals Are Sentient Beings, Inc.

Peggy Ann Berry
Between the Waters

Haley Ehlers
Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas
(CFROG)

Paddy McClelland
Wall of Women

Alan Weiner
350 Conejo / San Fernando Valley

Matt Leonard
Oil and Gas Action Network

Stephen Brittle
Don't Waste Arizona

Jerry Rivers
North American Climate, Conservation and
Environment (NACCE)

Jean Ross
Vote Climate

Tara Thornton
Endangered Species Coalition

Liz Ndoye
MoveOn.org Hoboken RESIST

Lewis GrassRope
Wiconi un tipi

Jodi Lasseter
NC Climate Justice Collective

Paul Norland
ICRA Worth County

Lynn Saxton
The Climate Reality Project, Western New
York Chapter

Barbara W Brandom, MD
Concerned Health Professionals of
Pennsylvania

Timothy Edward Duda
Terra Advocati

Brian Eden
Campaign for Renewable Energy



Harry Rhodes
Food Animal Concerns Trust (FACT, INC)

Liz Kirkwood
For Love of Water (FLOW)

Nathan Taft
Stand.earth

Sandra NA Kissam
Orange RAPP

John E. Peck
Family Farm Defenders

Matt Nelson
Presente.org

Ken Dolsky
Don't Gas the Meadowlands Coalition

Ryan Madden
Long Island Progressive Coalition

Dineen O'Rourke
350PDX

Sally Jane Gellert
Occupy Bergen County

Carter Dillard
Fair Start Movement Advisor

Dashel Murawski
Center for Food Safety

Mary Smith
Church Women United in New York State

Sonia Demiray
Climate Communications Coalition

Diana Bohn
Nicaragua Center for Community Action

Dave Swanson
Grant County Rural Stewardship

Mary Gutierrez
Earth Ethics, Inc.

John Farais
Indigenous Edibles

Nora Nash
Sisters of St . Francis of Philadelphia

Melissa Vatterott
Missouri Coalition for the Environment

Manny Rutinel
Climate Refarm

Yvonne Taylor
Seneca Lake Guardian

Ethan Duke
Missouri River Bird Observatory

Trevor McCarty
Farm Forward

Danielle M. Wirth
Environmental Horizons, Partners

Fran
Unite North Metro Denver



Christine Reid
Friends Of the Forestville Dam, Inc.

Steven
Door County Environmental Council Inc

Alex Cerussi
Mercy For Animals

Janice Brown
CASE Citizens Alliance for a Sustainable
Englewood

Terry Lowman
Unitarian Universalists for a Just Economic
Community

David Meyer
Food System Innovations

Susan Williams
MONITEAU County Neighbors Alliance

Gail Eisnitz
Humane Farming Association

Maddie Kempner
Northeast Organic Farming Association of
Vermont (NOFA-VT)

Annette Manusevich
World Animal Protection

Molly Armus
Friends of the Earth

Gary J. Lessard
Schenectady Neighbors for Peace

Rudy Arredondo
Latino Farmers & Ranchers International,
Inc.

Beth Brunton
South Seattle Climate Action Network

RL Miller
Climate Hawks Vote

Andrea O'Ferrall
Extinction Rebellion Seattle

Riddhi S. Patel
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment

Miranda Eisen
Farm Sanctuary

Barbara Chicherio
St. Louis Green Party

Patty Hine
350 Eugene

Melody Torrey
Missouri Stream Team 714

Edith Kantrowitz
United for Action

Frank James
Dakota Rural Action

William Brieger
350 Sacramento

Matthew Sheets
Land Stewardship Project



Ben Lilliston
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy

Sherri Dugger
Socially Responsible Agriculture Project

Megan Betz
Mother Hubbard's Cupboard

Lora Fraracci
On Behalf Of Future Generations

Edith Haenel
ICRA - Iowa Citizens for Responsible
Agriculture Worth County

Valerie Vetter
Poweshiek CARES

Marven Norman
Center for Community Action and
Environmental Justice

Kim Dupre
St. Croix County Defending Our Water

Patty Lovera
Campaign for Family Farms and the
Environment

Igor Tregub
CADEM Environmental Caucus

Pauline Seales
Santa Cruz climate action network

Jennifer Scarlott
Bronx Climate Justice North

Sandra Adams
350 Pensacola

Jennifer Scarlott
North Bronx Racial Justice

Mary Shesgreen
Fox Valley Citizens for Peace & Justice

Beth Brunton
350 Seattle

Cheryl Frank
ColorBrightonGreen
Eco Justice Collaborative
GBC Sustainability Team

John alder
Pjals

Katie Ruth
Pennsylvania Interfaith Power & Light

Mariel Nanasi
New Energy Economy

Martha Dina Argüello
Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los
Angeles

Roberta Stern
Therapists for Peace & Justice

Georgina Shanley
Citizens United for Renewable Energy
(CURE)

Kimi Wei
The Wei LLC



Laura Neish
350 Bay Area Executive Director

Kyle Ferrar
FracTracker Alliance

Meghan Sahli-Wells
Elected Officials to Protect America

Amelia Keyes
Communities for a Better Environment

Chelsea Davis
Animal Rights Collective Portland
(ARCPDX)

Haleemah Atobiloye
Breast Cancer Action

Carlos Orbe, Jr.
Maryland Latinos Unidos

Leah Redwood
Extinction Rebellion San Francisco Bay
Area

Diane Rosenberg
Jefferson County Farmers & Neighbors, Inc.

Jason Pfeifle
Center for Biological Diversity

Lee McNair
Cedar Lane Environmental Justice Ministry

Liza Tucker
Consumer Watchdog

Kristin Ostrom
Oregon Rural Action

Joyce Lane
SanDiego350

Dave Arndt
Maryland Legislative Coalition Climate
Justice Wing

Kate Baildon
Northeast Organic Farming Association of
New York (NOFA-NY)

Andrew Hinz
Beyond Extreme Energy

Tina Weishaus
DivestNJ

Mark Lesko
Highland Park Ecology and Environmental
Group

Karen Feridun Berks
Gas Truth

Ted Glick
350 NJ - Rockland

Diane Wexler
Northjersey Pipeline Walkers

Rachel Dawn Davis
Waterspirit

Karen Elias
No False Solutions PA



Marci Henzi
Green Party of US

Paula Rogovin
Coalition to Ban Unsafe OIl Trains

Jay Notartomaso
NEPA Green Coalition

JANE POPKO
LPA

Guy Jacob
Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club

Joseph Bouvier
South Jersey Progressive Democrats

Michael Stocker
Ocean Conservation Research

Karen Feridun
Better Path Coalition

Collin Rees
Oil Change International

Hannah Tremblay
Farm Aid

Alan Minsky
Progressive Democrats of America

Rebecca Roter
Breathe Easy Susquehanna County

Jean Ross
Vote Climate

Charles Loflin
Unitarian Universalist Faith Action NJ

Sherry Pollack
350 Hawaii

Sharon Furlong
Bucks Environmental Action

Keith E. Iding
Northwest VEG.org

Teryn Yazdani
Beyond Toxics

Carol E Gay
NJ State Industrial Union Council

Mary Gutierrez
Earth Ethics, Inc.

Ruth Kastner
The Quantum Institute

Peggy Ann Berry
Between the Waters

Veronica Wilson
Labor Network for Sustainability

Barbara W Brandom, MD
TIAA-Divest!


