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OUR MISSION

>«

The Americans For Prosperity—Utah’s “2021 Legislative Scorecard” represents
legislation from the chapter’s priority initiatives. The scored legislation does not
represent all legislation of 2021 in which AFP would have a principled interest, but
the legislation for which AFP mobilized grassroots activity, key voted, or otherwise

actively engaged on.

Though AFP-Utah is highly appreciative of the most aligned legislators, it is

also appreciative of legislators with whom we have less overall alignment and
who sponsored or supported key legislation. We look forward to building policy
coalitions from across the political spectrum to advance transformative legislation

that remove barriers and increases opportunity for all Utahns.

www.AmericansForProsperity.org/Utah

MY FELLOW UTAHNS,

This year’s AFP Scorecard is a comprehensive view
into how the Utah State Legislature voted during
the 2021 Regular Legislative Session. The project is
a labor of love by our team members. We scored 37
bills and tallied nearly 3,669 total votes to bring you
this scorecard. More importantly, though, we would
like to thank the activists who spent their time and
effort spreading the message far and wide about

these policies throughout the session.

Americans for Prosperity-UT strives to support
principled public policy that will allow the people
of our great state to pursue their goals to the benefit
of all. Utah is a great place to live and work, with a
vibrant and growing economy. We support policies
that will help keep it that way and further unleash

the potential for our state to flourish.

We work to tear down barriers to opportunity
for all Utahns. By cutting regulatory red tape and
government permission slips like occupational
licensing, we open the door for every person who
calls Utah home to make their success, contribute

to society, and live a life of meaning,

AFP-UT advocated and lobbied lawmakers for
lasting, bottom-up policy solutions to address the
challenges faced this past year due to the global
pandemic, economic shutdown, and civil unrest,
to improve people’s lives. As we work together to
further these goals, we look forward to partnering

with broad coalitions to keep Utah going strong.

Sincerely,

Heather Andrews
AFP-UT State Director

SCORING
METHODOLOGY

Scores on the AFP-Utah Scorecard are calculated using

the following formula:

FOR BILLS AFP SUPPORTED:

AYE Vote = 1 Points
NAY Vote = 0 Point

Non votes and absences were not calculated for or against the
member’s score, as there is not a method for assuming intent or

extenuating circumstances.

FOR BILLS AFP OPPOSED:

AYE Vote = 0 Points
NAY Vote = 1 Point

Prime Sponsor Credits
Legislators who sponsored aligned priority legislation

were awarded an additional point. Similarly, points were
deducted from the scores of legislators who sponsored

unaligned legislation.

GRADES ARE ASSIGNED ACCORDING TO THE
FOLLOWING SCALE:

A+ = 100% or Greater

A =90-99%
B = 80-89%
c=70-79%
D = 60-69%

F = 59% or Less



UTAH FILM ECONOMIC INCENTIVES | SB 167
Sen. Ronald Winterton, Rep. Michael Kohler

This bill increases the amount that the state can give to
film companies in tax breaks. The research has shown
no positive gain for Utah taxpayers by offering breaks

to companies filming in Utah. Utah offers talent and
one-of-a-kind locals that will continue to be used by

the industry without giving millions in taxpayer money.
Utah should foster a friendly, low-cost environment that
will draw film companies and other industries to grow

in Utah. Became Law without Governor Signature.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF
CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESTORATION AND REFORM
HCR 23

Rep. Keven Stratton, Sen. Kirk Cullimore

This bill makes working toward smart criminal justice
reforms an official policy position of the legislature.
This affirmation will lead lawmakers to make smart,
evidence-based decisions to keep the public safe while
limiting involvement with the criminal justice system.

Signed by Governor.

POST CERTIFICATION AMENDMENTS | HB 62
Rep. Andrew Stoddard, Sen. Luz Escamilla

This bill adds dishonest conduct deception or biased
and prejudicial conduct to suspend or revoke a peace
officer’s certification. It’s important for public trust
and officer safety to hold our peace officers to high
standards. Signed by Governor.

www.AmericansForProsperity.org/Utah

USE OF FORCE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
HB 84
Rep. Angela Romero, Sen. Jacob Anderegg

This bill creates statewide reporting requirements for
use of force incidents where the data can be used to
assist lawmakers and other stakeholders in making

more evidence-based decisions to improve policing.

Signed by Governor.

ASSET FORFEITURE AMENDMENTS | SB 98
Sen. Todd Weiler, Rep. Karianne Lisonbee

This bill adds significant procedural protections

to the civil forfeiture process to ensure property
owners are afforded better due process rights when
the government attempts to take ownership of

their property. While we support the legislature
ultimately requiring a criminal conviction before

any forfeiture can exist, this legislation is a great

step. Significant reforms in this legislation include
narrowing the circumstances when state and local law
enforcement can transfer a civil forfeiture case to the
federal government (where fewer legal protections
exist), expedite forfeiture proceedings to ensure a
speedy resolution to property rights, reduces the
circumstances when the property can be forfeited, and

increases prosecutorial training. Signed by Governor.

SENTENCING COMMISSION REQUIREMENTS
SB 126
Sen. Daniel Thatcher, Rep. Marsha Judkins

This bill requires the Utah Sentencing Commission to
create a list of all collateral consequences related to a
conviction and make this list public. This information
will be useful in how we continue to determine what
collateral consequences should be attached to criminal
convictions. We often don’t think about the long list
of lifelong ramifications of a criminal conviction,

and often those lead to more issues that government

perpetually tries to address. Signed by Governor.

DRIVER LICENSE SUSPENSION AMENDMENTS
HB 143
Rep. A. Cory Maloy, Sen. Michael Kennedy

This bill ends the practice of suspending driver’s
licenses for unpaid court debt. This causes many to

be caught in an endless cycle of involvement with

the criminal justice system. By taking away a person’s
ability to get to and from work for non-public safety
reasons, we remove their ability to earn money needed
to pay their court fees and other needed expenses.
Ending this practice will help many get back on their
feet and lead to higher collection rates of unpaid debt.

Signed by Governor.

LAW ENFORCEMENT DATA MANAGEMENT
REQUIREMENTS | SB 159
Sen. Jacob Anderegg, Rep. Paul Ray

This bill requires the Utah Commission on Criminal
Justice and Juvenile Justice to create a panel to assess
and recommend collecting and centralizing data
regarding the criminal justice system statewide. We
must have standardized reporting across Utah to

ensure we are making informed decisions regarding the

criminal justice system. Signed by Governor.




PROBATION AND PAROLE AMENDMENTS
HB 290
Rep. Keven Stratton, Sen. Todd Weiler

This bill will add a new member to the Utah
Sentencing Commission, adding an important
perspective from someone who works on civil rights

or civil liberties issues. The commission is tasked with
studying and making recommendations to community
supervision in order to reduce high recidivism rates in

the state. Signed by Governor.

PEACE OFFICER TRAINING AMENDMENTS
HB 162
Rep. Angela Romero, Sen. Luz Escamilla

This bill requires a minimum number of hours for
peace officer training related to appropriate responses
to mental health and other crisis intervention
responses, arrest control, and de-escalation training.
Officers must be well trained in these areas to keep

both our public safety officers and the public safe.

Signed by Governor.
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JAIL PHOTO DISTRIBUTION PROHIBITION
HB 228
Rep. Keven Stratton, Sen. Michael Kennedy

This bill categorizes mugshots of individuals who
have not been convicted as protected records. This
would prevent the distribution of mugshots in the
public domain or to publish-for-pay websites unless
the person is convicted of the crime or another urgent
public safety need, such as the individual being a
fugitive. Passage of this bill strikes a good balance

by preventing the government from releasing these
photos in the first place with some limited and
reasonable exceptions and ensuring that people are
treated as innocent until proven guilty. Even after
someone is found not guilty or charges have been
dropped, a public mugshot lasts forever and has lasting
consequences for these individuals.

Signed by Governor.

ELECTRONIC LOCATION AMENDMENTS | HB 251
Rep. Ryan Wilcox, Sen. John Johnson

This bill will stop some questionable surveillance
practices (“reverse-location” data) by requiring a
warrant before allowing officers to tap into this
tracking data. It also will prevent law enforcement
from over-collecting information through some
methods about individuals who are not even suspected

of a crime. Signed by Governor.

PROFESSIONAL LICENSING AMENDMENTS
SB 87
Sen. Curtis Bramble, Rep. Candice Pierucci

This bill removes heavy government mandates for
those wishing to work in the cosmetology industry.
This bill will remove the requirement to have a full
cosmetology license for those wishing to work at
blow-dry bar-type businesses, where they will only
be washing, drying, or styling hair. Health and safety
issues are addressed with a mandated course on proper
public health and safety practices. This eliminates
many barriers, including tens of thousands of dollars
and nearly two years of school time, and allows those
with the talent to enter the profession and provide

their services to the public. Signed by Governor.

LICENSING AMENDMENTS | HB 126
Rep. Brady Brammer, Sen. Curtis Bramble

This bill amends the definition of hair braiding,
which allows some practitioners to perform certain

cosmetology techniques without needing a full

cosmetology license. Signed by Governor.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE AMENDMENTS | HB 139
Rep. Norman Thurston, Sen. Daniel Thatcher

This bill moves Utah governmental hiring practices
toward competency-based hiring and away from
requiring a minimum education requirement. Instead,
the state will take into consideration comparable
experience or ability

Signed by Governor.

MASSAGE THERAPY PRACTICE ACT
AMENDMENTS | SB 149

Sen. Wayne Harper, Rep. Joel Ferry

This bill exempts certain professionals from also having
to be licensed as a massage therapist and also exempts
certain non-massage-related practices from requiring a
massage therapy license. We support constant reviews
of licensing requirements and exempting professionals
and practices that don’t fall under the scope of the
license. Signed by Governor.

UTILITY PERMITTING AMENDMENTS | HB 17
Rep. Stephen Handy, Sen. David Hinkins

This bill prohibits municipalities from banning the use
of certain types of energy utility services.

Signed by Governor.



HIGHER EDUCATION SPEECH | HB 159
Rep. Jordan Teuscher, Sen. Todd Weiler

This bill will protect the right of freedom of speech
and expression on higher education campuses
statewide and creates a cause of action for those
discriminated against. It fosters an environment where
differing opinions are not stifled simply because others

don’t want to hear them. Signed by Governor.

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT ACT AMENDMENTS
SB 27

Sen. Curtis Bramble, Rep. James Dunnigan

This bill allows physician assistants to independently
practice to the full extent of their training and
expertise without supervision after completing
10,000 hours of supervised care. Passage of the bill
also allows physician assistants who have completed
4,000 hours of physician-supervised care to complete
their remaining 6,000 hours under the supervision of

another physician assistant. Signed by Governor.

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT MENTAL HEALTH
PRACTICE AMENDMENTS | SB 28
Sen. Curtis Bramble, Rep. James Dunnigan

This bill would allow physician assistants to
independently practice psychiatric mental health care
without physician supervision after completing 10,000

hours of supervised care. Signed by Governor.

www.AmericansForProsperity.org/Utah

PHARMACY PRACTICE MODIFICATIONS | HB 178

Rep. Norman Thurston, Sen. Curtis Bramble

This bill allows pharmacists (practicing within their
education and experience) to prescribe certain non-
controlled substance medications and devices under
conditions, creating a more accessible and streamlined

process for patients. Signed by Governor.

NURSE PRACTICE ACT AMENDMENTS | HB 128
Rep. Douglas Welton, Sen. Curtis Bramble

This bill now authorizes nurse practitioners

to prescribe schedule II controlled substances
(oxycodone, hydromorphone, adderall, etc.) without
physician supervision and gets rid of the “consultation
and referral plan” or supervisory requirements for NP’s
and allows them to practice to the full extent of their

training and education, removing barriers to Utah

patients receiving care. Signed by Governor.

TRUANCY ENFORCEMENT MORATORIUM | SB 219
Sen. Daniel McCay, Rep. Candice Pierucci

This bill suspends truancy laws for one school year
while society emerges from the pandemic. Truancy
laws would be unenforceable until after the 2021-2022
school year is completed. Signed by Governor.

SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSING MODIFICATIONS
HB 82
Rep. Raymond Ward, Sen. Jacob Anderegg

Passage of this bill reduces local barriers for housing
affordability by preventing local governments from
restricting the use of accessory dwellings within a
homeowner’s property. Utah is facing a severe housing
shortage, and the government shouldn’t be creating
new barriers that make it more difficult for people to

find affordable places to live. Signed by Governor.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE AMENDMENTS | SB 195
Sen. Evan Vickers, Rep. Val Peterson

Passage of this bill puts much-needed limits on
executive and health department powers while still
allowing for flexibility and immediate response
needed from the executive branch during a genuine

emergency. Signed by Governor.

PERMITTING AMENDMENTS | SB 204
Sen. Kirk Cullimore, Rep. Robert Spendlove

This bill establishes consistent standards for the
permit application process. Individuals, businesses,
etc seeking a permit should have basic standards that
can be relied on when applying for permits instead of
arbitrary, often burdensome processes and timeframes
that create confusion and barriers to economic

production in our state. Passed Senate.

REGULATORY SANDBOX PROGRAM
AMENDMENTS | HB 217
Rep. A. Cory Maloy, Sen. Ann Millner

This first in the nation bill will allow for a regulatory
sandbox or deregulation of any new business in

any industry, working with the Governor’s Office

of Economic Development. Passage of this bill will
further break down barriers to entrepreneurship,
increase competition, and encourage innovation in
Utah, a great model for economic development in our

state. Signed by Governor.

SALES TAX REVISIONS | HB 94
Sen. Lincoln Fillmore, Rep. Jefferson Moss

This bill further exempts certain tangible personal

property used during a service. Passed Senate.



PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION AMENDMENTS
SB 18
Sen. Wayne Harper, Rep. Karianne Lisonbee

This bill reforms Utah’s tangible personal property
laws, helping small businesses save time and money
on reporting requirements by increasing the personal

property exemption. Signed by Governor.

MICROENTERPRISE HOME KITCHEN
AMENDMENTS | HB 94
Rep. Christine Watkins, Sen. Evan Vickers

This bill will allow for more home-based food
businesses in Utah, currently prevented from serving
meat products. Health and safety standards are

included in the requirements. Signed by Governor.

ELECTRONIC FREE SPEECH AMENDMENTS
SB 228
Sen. Michael McKell, Rep. Brady Brammer

While the bill’s purpose was to promote free speech, if
enacted and enforced, it would result in the opposite
outcome—Iless speech for Utahns. When companies
are exposed to liability, they will mitigate that risk by
restricting the speech of their users. Far from “freeing”
speech, this bill would have the effect of reducing

it. Had this bill not been vetoed by the governor, it
would have been challenged and struck down in court,

costing Utah taxpayers millions. Vetoed by Governor.

www.AmericansForProsperity.org/Utah

PRIVACY PROTECTION AMENDMENTS | HB 243
Rep. Francis Gibson, Sen. Kirk Cullimore

This bill will protect the privacy rights of all Utahns.
The bill creates a personal privacy oversight committee
within the Office of the State Auditor, reviewing how
law enforcement and other state agencies use emerging
technology and their privacy standards for the data
they receive. The Committee will be composed of a
diverse team of privacy and civil liberties experts. The
creation of the Oversight Committee will increase
public trust and compliance with state and federal law.

Signed by Governor.

DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY ACCESS AMENDMENTS
HB 304
Rep. Jennifer Dailey-Provost, Sen Scott Sandall

This bill Creates a Digital Equity Program within
Utah’s library division. This is very similar to the
broadband councils we see in other states, and this
program would have similar objectives. We support
states having centralized offices to help coordinate state
broadband policy with the many different stakeholders

in this space. Passed House.
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SENATE VOTES

Senator District  Score Senator District  Score
Stuart Adams 22 | 87% Derek Kitchen 2 82%
Jacob Anderegg 13 | 89% Karen Mayne 5 86%
Curtis Bramble 16 | 95% Daniel McCay n 94%
David Buxton 20 | 87% Michael McKell 7 84%
Kirk Cullimore 9 88% Ann Millner 18 | 88%
Gene Davis 3 89% Derrin Owens 24 | 84%
Luz Escamilla 1 83% Kathleen Riebe 8 74%
Lincoln Fillmore 10 | 94% Scott Sandall 17 | 85%
Keith Grover 15 91% Jerry Stevenson 21 81%
Wayne Harper 6 95% Daniel Thatcher 12 88%
David Hinkins 27 | 82% Evan Vickers 28 91%
Don Ipson 29 | 85% Todd Weiler 23 | 83%
Jani Iwamoto 4 | 80% Chris Wilson 25 | 89%
John Johnson 19 | 89% Ronald Winterton 26 | 71%

Michael Kennedy 14 91%
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HOUSE VOTES

Representative District  Score  Representative District  Score
Nelson Abbott 60 | 88% Francis Gibson 65 | 86%
Cheryl Acton 43 | 86% Matthew Gwynn 29 | 88%
Carl Albrecht 70 | 84% Craig Hall 33 | 91%
Melissa Ballard 20 | 70% Stephen Handy 16 | 90%
Stewart Barlow 17 | 79% Suzanne Harrison 32 | 73%
Gay Lynn Bennion 46 | 70% Timothy Hawkes 18 95%
Kera Birkeland 53 | 96% Jon Hawkins 57 NA
Brady Brammer 27 | 94% Sandra Hollins 23 | 67%
Joel Briscoe 25 | 73% Dan Johnson 4 91%
Walt Brooks 75 | 98% Marsha Judkins o1 82%
Jefferson Burton 66 | 90% Brian King 28 | 75%
Scott Chew 55 | 93% Mike Kohler 54 | 78%
Steve Christiansen 47 | 98% Karen Kwan 34 | 73%
Kay Christofferson 56 | 86% Bradley Last 71 | 87%
Clare Collard 22 | 77% Rosemary Lesser 10 | 73%
Jennifer Dailey-Provost 24 | 82% Karianne Lisonbee 14 96%
James Dunnigan 39 86% Steven Lund 58 83%
Steve Eliason 45 | 81% Phil Lyman 73 | 86%
Joel Ferry 1 86% Cory Maloy 6 | 100%

www.AmericansForProsperity.org/Utah

Representative District ~ Score  Representative District  Score
Ashlee Matthews 38 | 74% Casey Snider 5 88%
Kelly Miles 1 86% Lowry Snow 74 | 93%
Jefferson Moss 2 97% Robert Spendlove 49 | 90%
Carol Spackman Moss 37 70% Jeffrey Stenquist 51 93%
Calvin Musselman 9 88% Andrew Stoddard 44 | 72%
Merrill Nelson 68 | 84% Keven Stratton 48 | 84%
Doug Owens 36 75% Mark Strong 41 98%
Michael Petersen 3 93% Jordan Teuscher 42 | 101%
Val Peterson 59 | 86% Norman Thurston 64 | 102%
Candice Pierucci 52 | 93% Steve Waldrip 8 83%
Stephanie Pitcher 40 | 76% Raymond Ward 19 92%
Susan Pulsipher 50 | 79% Christine Watkins 69 | 91%
Paul Ray 13 85% Elizabeth Weight 31 68%
Adam Robertson 63 | 93% Douglas Welton 67 | 89%
Angela Romero 26 68% Mark Wheatley 35 69%
Douglas Sagers 21 76% Ryan Wilcox 7 97%
Mike Schultz 12 | 90% Brad Wilson 15 | 93%
Travis Seegmiller 62 83% Mike Winder 30 86%
Rex Shipp 72 89%
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