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September 14, 2022 

 

Governor Gavin Newsom 

1021 O Street, Suite 9000 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

VIA EMAIL 

  

  

RE:  Opposing the Misrepresentation of Equity in California’s Net Energy Metering 

Debate: Reject the Solar Tax and Maintain the Solar Credit 

  

Dear Governor Newsom, 

  

The undersigned 129 California and national organizations submit this letter to urge you to take a 

stand against the misrepresentation of equity that has dominated the Public Utilities 

Commission’s (CPUC) Net Energy Metering (NEM) proceeding.  Utility companies and other 

proponents of the “cost shift” argument—that (affluent) solar customers are shifting utility costs 

onto (low-income) non-solar customers—have weaponized equity to limit or even eliminate the 

NEM program in California. This is a tactic being used by utilities in other parts of the country to 

attack rooftop solar.  

  

As reflected by the modifications to the NEM program in the CPUC’s December 2021 Proposed 

Decision, this cost-shift argument has gained traction, dangerously ignoring and perpetuating the 

disproportionate impacts of pollution and energy violence in disadvantaged communities 

(DACs). We therefore urge you to stand with California’s DAC residents, reject the 

misrepresentation of equity in the NEM debate, reject the “solar tax,” and maintain the 

solar credit to grow rooftop solar in DACs. 

  

It is critical to confront the misrepresentation of equity issues at the heart of California’s NEM 

proceeding. The Proposed Decision seeks to tax solar and dramatically decrease the NEM solar 

credit, explicitly to address a purported shifting of costs onto low-income customers. The 

CPUC’s NEM analysis, however, suffers from three fatal flaws.   

  

First, the CPUC has not examined individual energy bills to determine the current NEM 

program’s specific impact on low-income customers who are not participants in the 

program.  Therefore, there is no body of data regarding the purported NEM cost shift onto low-

income customers—what the proposed solar tax is meant to avoid. 

  

Second, instead of studying actual utility bills, the CPUC bases its “cost shift” assertion on 

deeply flawed modeling tools that entirely ignore certain significant benefits of NEM to 

California DACs and the enormous harms (economic and otherwise) of continued reliance on 

fossil fuels.  Specifically, the flawed modeling tools ignore or underestimate: 

  

• The significant reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from not having to operate or 

build fossil fuel infrastructure that the NEM program displaces, and the disproportionate 

harms that climate-induced disasters and the climate emergency impose on DACs. 
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• The public health benefits of fewer fossil-fuel power plants in DACs.  This includes 

the significant, disproportionate and cumulative costs of criteria, toxic, and water 

pollutants on DAC residents who live, work, or play around fossil fuel extraction and 

generation infrastructure.  

• The significant decrease in transmission and distribution costs that the NEM 

program saves all ratepayers.  For example in 2018 alone, the California Independent 

Systems Operator, citing increased rooftop solar and energy efficiency, canceled 20 

transmission projects at a $2.6 billion savings to all ratepayers. 

• The increased electricity system reliability and resiliency in DACs that NEM provides 

as a distributed, decentralized power system. This includes the public health and safety 

benefits of stopping power shutoffs.   

• The avoided environmental and land use harms from fossil fuel plants and badly-

sited utility-scale solar and wind projects, including significant impacts to biodiversity, 

habitats and species, and the elimination of natural carbon sinks. 

• The significant costs of utility-caused wildfire mitigation, such as the costs for 

undergrounding of transmission lines and associated power shutoffs that the NEM 

program saves all ratepayers.  

• The local economic and job benefits that NEM creates, including local clean energy 

installation jobs which are more numerous than utility-scale clean energy jobs and fossil 

fuel jobs.  

  

Third, the CPUC fails to consider the impact of undermining rooftop solar benefits on DACs—

both for existing NEM participants and for those without access to solar. Existing NEM 

participants would suffer increased energy costs and a devaluation of their solar investments. 

Those without access to solar would continue to be denied; and the continuous growth since at 

least 2010 of rooftop solar installations by low- and moderate-income customers would come to 

a halt. This includes expansion of solar in DACs, particularly in the San Joaquin Valley, as well 

as low-income customers in the Solar on Multifamily Affordable Housing and the Multifamily 

Affordable Solar Housing programs. A solar tax and/or a reduced NEM solar credit would 

simply reduce the scale of rooftop solar deployed in California. It would undermine the 

necessary shift away from fossil fuels, and towards safely and reliably retiring our most polluting 

gas plants in DACs. 

  

California’s solar cost-shift debate is simply a distraction from the real question at hand: how to 

eliminate the barriers to greater deployment of renewables in DACs and low-income 

communities. This requires increased and targeted funding of rooftop and community solar in 

DACs, and the expansion of the NEM program. Ensuring swift solar adoption in DACs should 

be a primary focus for the renewable energy transition.   

  

Overall, weakening the NEM program, as proposed by the CPUC, simply imposes additional 

barriers to the achievement of California’s—and the country’s—climate and equity goals. The 

only beneficiaries of a weakened NEM program are the state’s private electric utilities, who have 

weaponized the purported equity issue to perpetuate their stranglehold on the state’s centralized, 

fossil-fuel intensive, power system. 
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We respectfully urge you to stand with the people of California, not the private utilities, and 

reject the misrepresentation of equity in the CPUC’s NEM proceeding: reject the proposed solar 

tax and dramatic reduction of the NEM solar credit. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
[Signatures on next page] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LETTER FROM 125+ ORGANIZATIONS URGING CALIFORNIA’S GOVERNOR                   Page 4 of 14 

TO STAND UP FOR ROOFTOP SOLAR & EQUITY IN NEM PROCEEDING                    September 12, 2022                                                     

Convening Signers  

Roger Lin 

Senior Attorney 

CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

 
Kevin Hamilton 

Co-Founder & Co-Executive Director 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ASTHMA 

COLLABORATIVE  

Y Thomas Collishaw 

President & CEO 

SELF HELP ENTERPRISES 

 
Tom Helme 

Coordinator 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

COALITION 

Jessica Tovar 

Staff Organizer 

LOCAL CLEAN ENERGY ALLIANCE 

 
Al Weinrub 

Coordinator 

CALIFORNIA ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY 

ENERGY 

John Farrell 

Co-Director 

INSTITUTE FOR LOCAL SELF RELIANCE 

 
Glen Brand 

Vice President of Policy and Advocacy 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS 
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CALIFORNIA-BASED SIGNERS 

Laura Neish 

Executive Director 

350 BAY AREA 

 
Mary Kay Benson 

Steering Council Manager 

350 BUTTE COUNTY 

Alan Weiner 

Chapter Lead 

350 CONEJO / SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

 
Daniel Chandler 

Steering Committee Member 

350 HUMBOLDT 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

Janet Cox 

Legislation & Policy Director 

350 SILICON VALLEY 

 
Lauren Weston 

Executive Director 

ACTERRA: ACTION FOR A HEALTHY 

PLANET 

David Diaz 

Executive Director 

ACTIVE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 

 
Cheryl Auger 

President 

BAN SUP (SINGLE USE PLASTIC) 

Katherine Black 

Steering Committee Chair 

BENICIANS FOR A SAFE AND HEALTHY 

COMMUNITY 

 
Micah Perlin 

Director 

CALIFORNIA CLIMATE VOTERS 

Michael J. Painter 

Coordinator 

CALIFORNIANS FOR WESTERN 

WILDERNESS 

 
 

COALITION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EQUITY 

AND ECONOMICS 

Michael Marx 

Executive Director 

CORPORATE ETHICS INTERNATIONAL 

 
Francisco Moreno 

Executive Director 

COUNCIL OF MEXICAN FEDERATIONS IN 

NORTH AMERICA 

Martin Bourque 

Executive Director 

ECOLOGY CENTER 

 
Katherine DaSilva Jain 

Co-Sign Manager 

ELDERS CLIMATE ACTION 
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Dan Silver 

Executive Director 

ENDANGERED HABITATS LEAGUE 

 
Esperanza Vielma 

Executive Director  

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COALITION FOR 

WATER 

Bill Allayaud 

Calif. Director of Government Affairs 

ENVIRONMENTAL WORKING GROUP 

 
Leah Redwood 

Allyship Coordinator 

EXTINCTION REBELLION SAN FRANCISCO 

BAY AREA 

Allen Gildard 

Pastor 

FAMILY OF GRACE 

 
Ginny Madsen 

Co-Coordinator 

FIRST WEDNESDAYS SAN LEANDRO 

Kathy Kerridge 

Board Member 

GOOD NEIGHBOR STEERING COMMITTEE 

OF BENICIA 

 
Pastor Ambrose Carroll 

Executive Director 

GREEN THE CHURCH 

Cynthia Shallit 

Legislative Lead 

INDIVISIBLE 

 
Jennifer Tanner 

Leader 

INDIVISIBLE CA GREEN TEAM 

Rebecca Elliot 

Administrator 

INDIVISIBLE SAN JOSE 

 
Doug Bender 

Member of Steering Committee 

INDIVISIBLE SOUTH BAY LA 

 

INDIVISIBLE VENTURA 

 
Tracy Rosenberg 

Executive Director 

MEDIA ALLIANCE 

Alicia Nichols-Gonzalez 

California Organizing Manager 

MOTHERS OUT FRONT 

 
Harry Wang 

President 

PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

(SACRAMENTO) 
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Matthew Baker 

Policy Director 

PLANNING AND CONSERVATION LEAGUE 

 
Gopal Shanker 

President 

RÉCOLTE ENERGY 

Chance Cutrano 

Director of Programs 

RESOURCE RENEWAL INSTITUTE 

 
Ruth Richardson 

Co leader 

ROOTED IN RESISTANCE 

Robert Gould, MD 

President 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY PHYSICIANS FOR 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 
Joyce Lane 

Board President 

SANDIEGO350 

Ken Hough 

Executive Director 

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ACTION 

NETWORK 

 
Rachel Altman 

Administrator 

SANTA BARBARA STANDING ROCK 

COALITION 

Pauline Seales 

Organizer 

SANTA CRUZ CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK 

 
Eric Veium 

Chair 

SLO CLIMATE COALITION 

Jack Eidt 

Co-Founder 

SOCAL 350 CLIMATE ACTION 

 
Jean Tepperman 

Co-Coordinator 

SUNFLOWER ALLIANCE 

Wendi Kallins 

President 

SUSTAINABLE MARIN 

 
Manuel Espinosa 

Principal 

THE PHOENIX GROUP 

Angel Luevano 

Executive Director 

TODOS UNIDOS 

 
Joanie Steinhaus 

Gulf Program Director 

TURTLE ISLAND RESTORATION NETWORK 
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Janice Schroeder 

Member 

WEST BERKELEY ALLIANCE FOR CLEAN 

AIR AND SAFE JOBS 

 
Lizbeth Ibarra 

Organizational Management Team member 

YOUTH VS APOCALYPSE 
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Non-California Signers 

Kathie Hoekstra 

Co-Chair 

350 ALEXANDRIA 

 
Karen Bueno 

Leaders Team 

ACCELERATE NEIGHBORHOOD CLIMATE 

ACTION 

Andra Leimanis 

Communications & Outreach Director 

ALLIANCE FOR A GREEN ECONOMY 

 
Katie Huffling 

Executive Director 

ALLIANCE OF NURSES FOR HEALTHY 

ENVIRONMENTS 

Sarah Stewart 

President 

ANIMALS ARE SENTIENT BEINGS INC 

 
Doug Bland 

Executive Director 

ARIZONA INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT 

Autumn Johnson 

Executive Director 

ARIZONA SOLAR ENERGY INDUSTRIES 

ASSOCIATION (ARISEIA) 

 
Rev. Mark Meeks 

Pastor 

CAPITOL HEIGHTS PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

Stefanie Klass 

Member 

CATHOLIC NETWORK US 

 
Sid Madison 

Member 

CENTRAL JERSEY COALITION AGAINST 

ENDLESS WAR 

Corey E Olsen 

Owner & Activist 

CEO PIPE ORGANS/GOLDEN PONDS FARM 

– ARKANSAS & WISCONSIN 

 
Jan Brown 

Member 

CITIZENS' ALLIANCE FOR A SUSTAINABLE 

ENGLEWOOD 

Scott Denning 

Professor of Atmospheric Sciences 

COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY 

 
Fred Kirsch 

Director 

COMMUNITY FOR SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 

Chris Weiss 

Director 

DC ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK 

 
Ken Dolsky 

Co-leader 

DON'T GAS THE MEADOWLANDS 

COALITION 
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Stephen Brittle 

President 

DON'T WASTE ARIZONA 

 
Katherine Egland 

Co-Founder 

EDUCATION, ECONOMICS, 

ENVIRONMENTAL, CLIMATE AND HEATH 

ORGANIZATION (EEECHO) 
Mark Schlosberg 

Acting California Director 

FOOD & WATER WATCH 

 
Shannon Smith 

Executive Director 

FRACTRACKER ALLIANCE 

Deborah Scott 

CEO 

GEORGIA STAND-UP 

 
Austin Britton 

Founder 

GREATER LAFAYETTE CLIMATE 

SYNTHESIS 

Bridget Walsh 

Member 

GREATER PARK HILL COMMUNITY 

 
Harmony Cummings 

Co-Founder 

GREEN HOUSE CONNECTION CENTER 

Bri Morris 

Founder 

GREEN THUMBS FOR BLACK POWER 

 
Andrea Marpillero-Colomina 

Sustainable Communities Program Director 

GREENLATINOS 

Caroline Henderson 

California Climate Project Lead 

GREENPEACE USA 

 
Rachel Lehman 

Chair 

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES (I-70/VASQUEZ 

BLVD SUPERFUND COMMUNITY ADVISORY 

GROUP) 

Eliot Baskin 

Rabbi 

HOPE HAVURA 

 
Elizabeta Stachisin 

Co-Founder 

INDIVISIBLE AMBASSADORS 

Basav Sen 

Climate Policy Director 

INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES CLIMATE 

POLICY PROGRAM 

 
Moshe Kornfeld 

Coordinator 

JEWISH CLIMATE ACTION 



LETTER FROM 125+ ORGANIZATIONS URGING CALIFORNIA’S GOVERNOR                   Page 11 of 14 

TO STAND UP FOR ROOFTOP SOLAR & EQUITY IN NEM PROCEEDING                    September 12, 2022                                                     

Elisa Owen 

Executive Director 

KENTUCKY INTERFAITH POWER AND 

LIGHT 

 
Marcia Halligan 

Member 

KICKAPOO PEACE CIRCLE 

Steven Emerman 

Owner 

MALACH CONSULTING 

 
Sarah Dooling 

Executive Director 

MASSACHUSETTS CLIMATE ACTION 

NETWORK 

Debbie Thornburg James 

Member 

MAYFAIR PARK NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION BOARD 

 
Amy Petré Hill 

Founder & Community Chaplain 

MENTAL HEALTH & INCLUSION 

MINISTRIES 

Emmett Hobley 

Co-Chair 

MONTBELLO NEIGHBORHOOD 

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 

 
Jamie Valdez 

Frontline Community Leader & Organizer 

MOTHERS OUT FRONT - COLORADO 

Steve Douglas 

Member 

NAACP MEMBERS AND FORMER CITY 

COUNCIL MEMBERS AND PLANNING 

COMMISSIONERS 

 
George Crocker 

Executive Director 

NORTH AMERICAN WATER OFFICE 

Kristi Douglas 

Co-Chair 

NORTH RANGE CONCERNED CITIZENS 

 
Timothy Judson 

Executive Director 

NUCLEAR INFORMATION AND RESOURCE 

SERVICE 

Matt Leonard 

Director 

OIL AND GAS ACTION NETWORK 

 
Michael Genz 

Member 

OWOAOR 

Craig Hart 

Executive Director 

PACE ENERGY AND CLIMATE CENTER 

 
Glen Anderson 

Founder & Organizer 

PARALLAX PERSPECTIVES 
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David Mintzer 

Board Member & Hospitalist 

PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

(PSR) 

 
Ona Porter 

Founder Emerita & Clean Energy Leader 

PROSPERITY WORKS 

Karl Rábago 

Principal 

RÁBAGO ENERGY LLC 

 
David Swanson 

Campaign Coordinator 

ROOTSACTION.ORG 

Sr. Anna Koop 

Member 

SISTERS OF LORETTO 

 
Marie Venner 

Founder/Co-Chair 

SMALL BUSINESS ALLIANCE 

Eve Lukens-Day 

Program Coordinator 

SOLSTICE INITIATIVE 

 
Marquita Bradshaw 

Executive Director 

SOWING JUSTICE 

Shannon Francis 

Director 

SPIRIT OF THE SUN 

 
Trupti Suthar 

Member 

SUNNYSIDE UNITED NEIGHBORS, INC 

(SUNI) 

Michael Stone 

Manager 

SUNTILITY ELECTRIC LLC 

 
Maura Stephens 

Coordinating Committee 

SYSTEM CHANGE NOT CLIMATE CHANGE 

Timothy Duda 

Director 

TERRA ADVOCATI 

 
Paolo C. Solorzano 

Member 

TRANSIT RIDERS ALLIANCE; TRUST 

Terry Lowman 

Co-Chair 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS FOR A JUST 

ECONOMIC COMMUNITY 

 
Queen Shabazz 

Founder/Director 

UNITED PARENTS AGAINST LEAD 
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Queen Shabazz 

CEO 

VIRGINIA ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

COLLABORATIVE 

 
Paddy McClelland 

Co-Chair 

WALL OF WOMEN 

Kathy Van Dame 

Policy Coordinator 

WASATCH CLEAN AIR COALITION 

 
Mark Vossler 

President 

WASHINGTON PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Dennis Wilwerding 

President 

WILWERDING CONSULTING & LITTLETON 

BUSINESS ALLIANCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Renée Millard Chacon 

Executive Director & Co-Founder 

WOMXN FROM THE MOUNTAIN 

 

Anna Ramirez 

Member 

WORKING FOR RACIAL EQUITY & SOUTHWEST ORGANIZATION FOR SUSTAINABILITY 

 



LETTER FROM 125+ ORGANIZATIONS URGING CALIFORNIA’S GOVERNOR                   Page 14 of 14 

TO STAND UP FOR ROOFTOP SOLAR & EQUITY IN NEM PROCEEDING                    September 12, 2022                                                     


