
To Whom It May Concern,

The undersigned organizations strongly discourage teachers and other educational
professionals from attending the “Clean Energy Teacher Training: Exploring Renewable Gas”
event hosted by Oregon’s largest fossil fuel corporation NW Natural this Saturday, January 21.
This event is a thinly veiled attempt by NW Natural to turn educators into vehicles for
propaganda targeted toward school children.

Why It’s Important to Boycott:
NW Natural, a fossil gas utility working in Oregon and Washington, is spending billions of dollars
to convince lawmakers and the public that “renewable natural gas,” or biomethane, and other
polluting fuels are viable climate-friendly alternatives to fossil gas used in homes and buildings.
They are presenting themselves as part of the climate solution, while fighting against common
sense climate policy in the state. In reality, renewable natural gas is chemically indistinguishable
from fossil gas, as both are primarily methane: a climate and air pollutant with grave impacts to
the health and safety of our climate and communities.

While local leaders across the country are increasingly recognizing that energy-efficient,
all-electric buildings are the safest, most cost effective way to reduce emissions, NW Natural
and the gas industry at large is fighting tooth and nail against the clean energy transition. And
now it’s clear that they’re trying to recruit teachers to further their profit-driven agenda with
students. This “Clean Energy Teacher Training: Exploring Renewable Gas” event is a
continuation of the corporation’s track record of misleading consumers and propagandizing
youth with gas-themed children's books. These tactics, and the significant pollution associated
with the company, were what motivated youth climate strikers to name NW Natural one of the
four worst “climate villains” in Portland.

The fossil fuel industry is trying to make teachers into tools in their campaign of climate denial
and greenwashing. We encourage you as educators to learn about the context in which NW
Natural is advancing these false solutions and to not attend this event.

https://rmi.org/taking-action-to-get-fossil-fuels-out-of-buildings/
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/08/17/oregon-lawmakers-environmentalists-criticize-nw-natural-gas-claims/
https://www.oregonlive.com/environment/2022/06/nw-natural-booklet-for-schoolkids-becomes-flashpoint-in-climate-change-debate.html
https://www.portlandmercury.com/news/2022/05/17/42217787/environmental-activists-to-take-aim-at-portlands-climate-villains-at-friday-march#:~:text=The%20strike%20is%20also%20naming,Portland%20Business%20Alliance%20(PBA).
https://www.portlandmercury.com/news/2022/05/17/42217787/environmental-activists-to-take-aim-at-portlands-climate-villains-at-friday-march#:~:text=The%20strike%20is%20also%20naming,Portland%20Business%20Alliance%20(PBA).


Background on NW Natural and Portland Public Schools:

A growing body of research has clearly shown that biomethane, synthetic methane, and
hydrogen blends (>15%) are not economically viable solutions to decarbonizing the gas system
and pose significant threats to public health and safety, and the climate. Last year, the Portland
Public School board passed a strong commitment to electrify their buildings, and explicitly
rejected NW Natural’s false narratives about renewable natural gas and other alternative fuels.
NW Natural is now attempting to undermine those decisions by paying teachers to spread
industry propaganda in the classroom.

The Truth about Biomethane that NW Natural Doesn’t Want You To Know:

● Health Impacts: Just like with traditional natural gas, burning biomethane, synthetic
methane, and hydrogen in buildings also poses significant impacts to indoor and outdoor
air quality and, in turn, public health. Chemically identical to methane gas, biomethane
has the same health risks associated with indoor methane combustion, including but not
limited to increased instances of asthma in children, exposure to known carcinogens
such as benzene, and significant indoor and outdoor Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) pollution.
These chemicals have been shown to greatly increase childhood asthma, among other
illnesses, with one study estimating that almost 13% of childhood asthma cases in the
United States are due to exposure to gas in homes. Hydrogen emits even more NOx
when burned, and presents safety risks from flame flashback. A recent study showed
that using hydrogen in homes would quadruple the risk of explosions.

● Climate Impacts: All methane consumption is inherently harmful to our climate, with
recent studies showing that impacts are equivalent to – or even worse than – coal.
Methane – whether branded as “renewable” or not – is a greenhouse gas approximately
87 times more potent than carbon dioxide over a 20 year period. And hydrogen,
although an important tool to reduce climate pollution from certain industries – is neither
a smart nor a safe solution for combustion in buildings.

● Localized Pollution: Biomethane is primarily generated through industrial animal
agriculture and landfills — both of which have outsized impacts on our environment and
on the disproportionately BIPOC and low-income communities that they are sited near. A
study by the California Climate and Agriculture Network shows that increasing demand
for biomethane would actually increase local pollution from animal agriculture.

Educators: The fossil fuel industry has been trying to fool elected officials and the public with
their clever greenwashing for decades, and now they’re trying to get to our kids – through you.
We strongly urge you to boycott this event and any future events hosted by NW Natural. We
also encourage you to communicate with other educators about industry misinformation. Fossil
fuel propaganda has no place in our schools.

https://www.sightline.org/2021/03/09/the-four-fatal-flaws-of-renewable-natural-gas/#:~:text=RNG%20may%20play%20a%20niche,carbon%20intensity%2C%20and%20industry%20obfuscation.
https://www.sierraclub.org/articles/2022/01/hydrogen-future-clean-energy-or-false-solution
https://www.pps.net/Page/18923
https://www.pps.net/Page/18923
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/02/22/portland-public-schools-considers-climate-crisis-response-policy/
https://multco-web7-psh-files-usw2.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/gas-stoves-health-risk-report-2022_0.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/06/us-kids-asthma-gas-stove-pollution
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/06/us-kids-asthma-gas-stove-pollution
https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Hydrogen-Blending-One-Pager.pdf
https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Hydrogen-Blending-One-Pager.pdf
https://www.rechargenews.com/energy-transition/hydrogen-in-the-home-would-be-four-times-more-dangerous-than-natural-gas-government-report/2-1-1047218
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/02/super-potent-methane-in-atmosphere-oil-gas-drilling-ice-cores/
https://calclimateag.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Diversified-Strategies-for-Methane-in-Dairies-Oct.-2015.pdf


Signed,

Noelle Studer-Spevak, Board of Directors, Families for Climate

Jerrel Brown, Environmental Climate Justice Organizer, Lane County NAACP #1119

Ben Stevenson, Organizer, Sunrise PDX

Carly Werdel, Lead Organizer, Sunrise Corvallis

Liam Castles, Policy Lead, Portland Youth Climate Strike

Dylan Plummer, Senior Campaign Representative, Sierra Club

Dineen O’Rourke, Campaign Manager, 350PDX

Nick Caleb, Climate and Energy Attorney, Breach Collective

Sue Craig, Organizer, Interfaith Earthkeepers Eugene/Springfield

Ashley Haight, Manager, ZERO Coalition

Anne Pernick, Senior Advisor, SAFE Cities at Stand.earth

Wendy Woods, Co-founder, Electrify Corvallis

Patricia Hine, 350 Eugene, President

Brian Stewart, Founder, Electrify Now

Steve Dear, Organizer, Extinction Rebellion Justice Eugene


