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To: Hugh Will iamson
Europe and Central Asia Director

Human Rights Watch
(Elida Vikic <Vikice@hrw.org>)

Dear Mr. Hugh Williamson,

In respond to your letter dated 2 June 2021 in regard with the criminal case N
58228020 I would l ike to inform you that a criminal charge was brought against Sashik
Sultanyan, the Chairperson of "Yezidi Center for Human Rights" Non-Governmental
Organization under Article 226,Part 2, Point 1 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of
Armenia by the Investigation Department of the National Security Service of the Republic
of Armenia on the ground of sufficient evidence for spreading national enmity through
mass media.

It is worth mentioning that the criminal prosecution against Sashik Sultanyan was
initiated according to national and international norms, sufficient evidence was obtained
to give his actions criminal and legal assessment. The circumstance of init iating criminal
prosecution against Sashik Sultanyan can't be interpreted as repression of freedom of
speech or interference in his human rights defender's activity.



In this regard there is a need to underline that the Republic of Armenia respects
its internationalcommitments and any criminal act can't be disguised by such high values
as freedom of speech or human rights defender's activity.

Currently the preliminary investigation is underway, and the Prosecutor's Office of
the Republic of Armenia exercises supervision over legality of pre-trial proceedings
within its constitutional competences.

With regards,

Depaftment of Supervision over Legality of
Pre-trial Proceedings in the RA NSS,
Third Rank Counsellor of Justice A. Karapetyan

Tronslator: H. Sorgsyan


