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Dear Members of Congress: 
 
We, the undersigned organizations, encourage you to oppose the Growing Climate Solutions Act 
of 2020 (S. 3894/H.R. 7393). While agriculture and land management can play key roles in 
addressing the warming climate, this legislation will allow greenhouse gas emissions to continue 
unchecked and will undermine efforts to build a healthy, sustainable, and resilient food system.  
 
The Growing Climate Solutions Act will require the U.S. Department of Agriculture to help 
agricultural entities generate carbon credits by certifying third-party verifiers and creating a “one 
stop shop” to educate and enroll farmers in third-party carbon markets. Power plants, refineries, 
and other polluters can purchase these carbon credits to offset their emissions instead of actually 
reducing and eliminating them. 
 
This legislation aims to build a framework for broad-scale development of carbon markets and 
pave the way for a national cap and trade program. We oppose these carbon schemes for the 
reasons discussed below. Further, while cap and trade programs create significant challenges for 
accountability, the program established under S. 3894 would set the stage for unprecedented 
corruption by not establishing any benchmarks or policies on how farmers can reduce emissions, 
nor a clear plan for making information public.  
 
Carbon Markets Fail to Solve the Climate Crisis and Harm Vulnerable Communities 
 
Carbon market offset schemes such as those promoted by the Growing Climate Solutions Act 
allow polluters to continue business as usual in exchange for purchasing carbon credits from 
projects that are supposed to reduce an equivalent amount of carbon. This does not work in 
practice.  
 
More than a decade of carbon trading has shown that carbon markets have been gamed to 
benefit polluters, failed to reduce emissions, and even led to increased emissions in many cases. 
In 2016, the European Commission found that only 2% of projects in the United Nations’ premier 
offsetting scheme, the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), had a high likelihood of ensuring 
emissions reductions. In 2010, the Chicago Climate Exchange, a voluntary offset program in the 
United States, collapsed as a result of too many credits and not enough buyers, leaving farmers 
and ranchers without support for their efforts.  
 
Soil carbon is especially unsuited for commodification and trading. Soil carbon storage is 
impermanent; carbon sequestered in the soil can be released with a change in land management 
practices or through severe weather events. In addition, the tools to measure soil carbon to the 
degree of accuracy needed do not currently exist. Without adequate measurement tools or 
guarantees of permanence, quantifying soil carbon to use in a carbon market becomes a 
guessing game and does not guarantee actual reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Carbon markets have exacerbated pollution hot-spots in low-wealth communities and 
communities of color. Existing carbon offset markets allow power plants and industrial polluters to 
purchase credits that permit them to continue burning fossil fuels, including gas from fracking, 
extending a lifeline to an industry that is polluting our air, water, and climate. Worldwide, carbon 



markets have led to human rights abuses, violations of the rights of Indigenous Peoples and 
forest dwellers, land rights conflicts, and environmental devastation. While we must facilitate the 
creation of a healthy, just, and regenerative food system, we cannot support further pollution in 
frontline communities and the exacerbation of racial health disparities.  
 
Carbon Markets Won’t Solve the Farm Crisis 
 
While small-to-medium-scale, diversified, and socially disadvantaged farmers need assistance 
and reforms to stay in business and feed communities, carbon markets disproportionately benefit 
the largest producers, who have the economies of scale to generate enough carbon credits to 
potentially turn a profit.  
 
Factory farms are cashing in on pollution trading schemes by installing anaerobic digesters that 
capture methane emissions from animal waste and turn it into biogas. In California, digester 
construction is funded with public money generated by cap-and-trade. Smaller farmers do not 
generate enough manure to make digesters profitable, even with the subsidies provided through 
the carbon market. This model entrenches the unsustainable factory farm system, which harms 
rural communities and animal welfare, exacerbates the climate crisis, and encourages production 
of massive amounts of animal waste necessary to supply digesters.  
 
The Growing Climate Solutions Act’s corporate backers — including Syngenta, Cargill, and ADM 
— could use carbon credits to continue polluting or to sell to other polluters, thereby 
greenwashing their operations. There are also concerns that farmers participating in voluntary 
offset markets will be required to use certain practices and products, including patented microbial 
seed coatings, seeds and pesticides, along with digital technology to remotely track soil carbon, 
emissions, and land management decisions. With no national farmer data protection measures, 
farmers are vulnerable to data mining by seed and chemical companies and carbon traders. 
 
Proponents of the bill position voluntary carbon markets as a way for family farmers to derive new 
value from their land. However, more structural reforms around fair pricing, supply management, 
and increased support for existing conservation programs would help small-to-mid-sized 
producers and historically underserved farmers. On the other hand, carbon markets would 
incentivize, rather than combat, agricultural consolidation and do nothing to protect farmers and 
farmworkers. Carbon markets would reduce the possibilities of price parity that would pay better 
wages to farmers as well as the opportunities for landless young farmers to access land. Carbon 
markets, voluntary or not, are yet another false promise to family farmers.  
 
A Better Way Forward 
 
Instead of continuing the legacy of pollution through carbon markets, we encourage policies that 
eliminate pollution at the source and support local food economies, better living wages for 
farmers and farmworkers, and pathways for sustainable practices of food and energy production. 
 
Congress needs to pass a ban on factory farming, increase funding for existing conservation 
programs, and support farms in adopting regenerative practices that enhance soil health, protect 
biodiversity, and help make our food system more resilient to the climate crisis. Family farmers 
need structural reforms that ensure fair markets and prices, and infrastructure supporting 
transitions to and sustainable continuance of regenerative farming.  
 



Ecologically regenerative farming should be incentivized in addition to, and not instead of, carbon 
reductions in the energy sector. We urge you to oppose the Growing Climate Solutions Act of 
2020. 
 
Sincerely, 
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